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Dear People of God: 


What is causing our society to become the breeding ground of hatred from which is born racism and 
vile evil which produces violence? The Ku Klux:Klan has triggered such frightening and violent uprisings 
in-our own country that | must address myself to the fundamental issues that underlie these grave 
problems. The Ku Klux Klan’s racist stand is well-known. Their organization allows sinfulness to be 
anonymous, but all members and they who support them are responsible in varying degrees. Allinsome 
measure are accomplices in the sin of racism. ‘The absence of personal fault for evil does not absolve one 
of all responsibility. We must resist and undo injustices we have not caused, lest we become bystanders 
who tacitly endorse evil and so share in guilt for it” (1). We urge consideration of the sin of racism as it 
exists locally and reflection upon the means of combating it. We strongly urge that special attention be 
directed to the plight of undocumented workers and that every effort be made to remove the fear and 
prejudice of which they are victims. : 

In 1958, the National Catholic Welfare Conference published Discrimination and Christian 
Conscience; in 1968, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops issued its statement, National Race 
Crisis. Most recently, in 1979, we wrote Brothers and Sisters to US: U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on 
Racism in Our Day. 

in these statements the all-pervasive nature of prejudice and bigotry in the hearts and minds of people 
was emphasized. In the last statement, one particularly virulent form of prejudice was focused upon, 
Racism. : 

What is Racism? It “is the sin that says some human beings are inherently superior and others 
essentially inferior because of race. It is the sin that makes racial characteristics the determining factor 
for the exercise of human rights. It mocks the words of Jesus: ‘Treat others the way you would have them 
treat you’...Indeed racism is more than a disregard for the words of Jesus; it is a denial of the truth of the 
dignity of each human being revealed by the mystery of the incarnation.” (p.3) It is a radical, fundamental- 
cancer that eats away at the heart and mind, destroying both with hatred. “Racism is man’s greatest 
threat to man—the maximum of hatred for a minimum of reason,” as Abraham Joshua Heshel states. 


itis indeed a sin. Itis not just one sin among many, “itis a radical evil that divides the human family and 
denies the new creation of a redeemed world.” (p.10) 
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~ Bishop Leo T. Maher 
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Brother directs SC 


Bishop Leo T. Maher appoints 
Eudist Brother William Bilton to 
direct the Southern Cross, 
succeeding James R. Bastis. 
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VP lauds Catholic Charities 


’ praises the National Conference 


recent four-day convention. : 
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Bishop Maher 
condemns racism, Klan 
In pastoral letter 


Bishop Leo T. Maher, in a pastoral letter released Tuesday, Sept. 30, condemns the “sin 
of racism” and the “terrorism and violence promoted by the Ku Klux Klan.” Although the 
KKK allows this “racist sinfulness to be anonymous,” he says, “all members and they who 
Support them are responsible.” Text of the bishop's letter appears on this page. 


Racism exists in. subtle forms. Indifference replaces open hatred in many instances. But there exists 
bald, crass radical hatred in our own community. We do not have to look elsewhere. What do we find, if we 
look? Blatant, crude expressions of Racism. These are once again rising from the ignorance and hatred of 
the past and being born anew in that infamous organization known as the’ Ku Klux Klan. ; 


Despite the repeated admonitions of the Bishops of the United States, some people claiming to be 
Catholic are championing the cause of the Klan! What a tragedy. Some others sympathetic to the Klan 
seek to justify its tenets from Sacred Scripture. They forget that God's word in Genesis announces that all 
men and women are created in God’s image; not just some races and racial types but all bear the imprint 
of the Creator and are enlivened by the breath of His one Spirit.” (p.7) 


Saint Paul in his letter to the Galatians makes the same point, when he says that in Christ “there does 
not exist among you Jew or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus” (3:28). Our 
Holy Father, Pope John Paul Il, tells us that “Our spirit is set in one direction, the only direction for our 

’ intellect, will and heart is— toward Christ our Redeemer, toward Christ the Redeemer of (humanity).” 
_(Redemptor Hominis, #7, 1979) : . 


- A people unschooled about the sovereignity of God, the Ten Commandments and the ethics of Jesus, | 
could never have evolved the Bill of Rights, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. There 
_is not one solitary fundamental principle of our democratic policy that did not stem directly from the basic 
moral concepts as embodied in the Decalogue and the ethics of Jesus. One's right to life, liberty, and 
property, to free speech, a free press, freedom of worship and assembly, and other fundamental rights 
may not be submitted to vote; they depend on the outcome of no election. But the Ku Klux Klan would 
assault these rights especially.through their racial prejudices and violence. The Klan stifles freedom and 
the democratic process. Through violence, which is almost endemic to the Klan, they impose their plans. 
Such violence deserves our serious attention since we are the people who are to protect and enjoy our 
freedoms. Terrorism-and violence promoted by the Ku Klux Klan cause so many injustices and do great 
harm to the common good of our society. 


Locally their outrageous attack on the minorities and the unprotected undocumented immigrant 
manifests their violent attack against the human rights of man. We abhor and condemn such action. 


It should be pointed out to the Klan. and those who in any way support them the use of forceleads to the 
setting in motion of opposing forces, and from this springs a climate of struggle which opens the way to 
situations of extreme violence and abuses. We should be joining together as a people to eliminate the 
breeding ground of hatred and violence and promote new aspirations and movements for equality and 
participation, for justice, development, and peace, always having the proper reverence and respect for 
every person, especially the oppressed, the neglected, our suffering brothers and sisters. 


| call upon all men and women, and in particular Catholics of our diocese, to resist vigorously and 
continually all forms of prejudice and with special determination racism. “To struggle against it demands 
an equally radical transformation, in our minds and hearts as well as-in the structure of our 
society.” (p.10) : 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


+Leo T. Maher 
Bishop of San Diego 


(1) To Live in Christ Jesus. National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1976. 
Other quotations from Brothers and Sisters to US: Bishops’ Letter on Racism in Our Day. November 14, 1979, United States Catholic 
Conference. f “ 


Final vows for missionary 

Sister Marlene Long, after serv- 
ing as a medical missionary in 
Ghana and New Guinea, takes her 
final vows into religious life. 
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Pastoral sobre el Racismo 
El Sr. Obispo Leo T. Maher 
condena el racismo y el Ku Klux 
Klan.en su pastoral emitida el 30 
de septiembre. 
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DAY OF PRAYER— President Carter 
has proclaimed Oct. 6 as this year’s 
National Day of Prayer. He urged that 
the day be observed as a day of fast as 
well. “As we pray, let us never forget 
the American citizens in Iran who 
remain hostages in fundamental 
violation of the teachings of the 
world’s religions,” said Carter. 


JEWS WELCOME— Eugene J. 
Fisher, executive director of the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Secretariat for Catholic- 
Jewish Relations, has endorsed a 
suggestion that Jews be invited to 
address Catholic and Protestant 
churches’ congregations during Holy 
Wéek. 


BISHOPS PUSH ~ SERVICE—The 
standing committee of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of India decided 
to increase social service activities 
despite attacks on the Church. The 
attacks included a ban by the 
government of West Bengal State on 
new programs by several church- 
sponsored social agencies. 


IRS TO COURT—The United 
Church of Christ has taken - the 
Internal Revenue Service to court in 
an attempt to overturn the 1978 
IRS ruling on voter education guides 
by tax-exempt, non-profit organiza- 
tions. 


DISARMAMENT URGED— Disarm- 
ament is needed if peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy are to be successfully 
developed, said the Vatican delega- 
tion to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, in Vienna, Austria. 

‘CHRISTIAN EMBASSY’ — An evan- 
gelical organization of “born again” 
Christians plans to establish.a 
“Christian Embassy” in Jerusalem in 
support of the Israeli government's 
stand against redivision of the city, 
according to The Washington Post. 


END VIOLENCE—The Christian 
Democrats favor a “reforming role” for 
the civilian-military junta in El 
Salvador and are working to help it 
end the political violence, according 
to Rene de Leon, a Guatemalan lawyer 
who is international secretary of the 
Christian Democratic World Union. 


LOVE IN CRISIS — The primary duty 
of the “Christian family is to be a 
witness to God’s love during today’s’ 
“profound crisis of human _ love,” 
Canadian Bishop Edouard Gagnon 
told participants in the Third 
International Priests Congress. in 
Fatima, Portugal. 


BOLIVIAN RIGHTS—The military 
commanders of Bolivia, criticized by 
the Catholic bishops for human rights 
violations, announced they plan to 
follow a “humanistic, Christian 
nationalism.” 
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BREAKFAST MEETING—Republican presidential 


newslines 


Vatican 


nominee Ronald 


Reagan, former governor of California, and his wife Nancy. met for 
breakfast with Cardinal John Krol at the prelate’s ee home. 


(NC photo) 


SEMINARY REOPENS—The chal- 
lenge of integration, liberation, and 
growth in revolutionary 
Nicaragua calls for renewed forma- 
tion of. priests, said the nation’s 
bishops as they announced the 
reopening of the national seminary. 


SCOTTISH VISIT — Pope John Paul 
Il will visit Scotland in 1982 as aman 
of peace, said the Scottish bishops at 
their meeting in Blairs, Scotland. 


PRAY FOR HOSTAGES — Schools 
and shops will close early Oct. 3 in 
Millinocket, Maine, as citizens join in 
an interdenominational day of prayer 
for the hostages in Iran. 

RADIO DEREGULATION — The 
chairman of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission told the Interna- 
tional Radio and Television Society in 
New York that he will continue to push 
deregulation and spur competition in 
the American communications 
industry. 

BISHOPS’ SOLIDARITY — The 
Catholic bishops of Canada expressed 
solidarity with the. Bolivian bishops 
and their criticisms of Bolivia’s new 
military government. The solidarity 
came in a telegram sent by 
Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil of 
Edmonton, Alberta, president of the 


,Canadian Conference of Catholic 


Bishops. 


_ PHOTO CONTEST—“Service to 
Others” is the theme of a photo 
‘contest for young people sponsored 
by The -Christophers, a New York- 
based movement which encourages 
people to work for constructive social 
change. For details write to: 
Christopher Photo Contest, 12 East 
48th St., New York, NY 10017. 


Mission Sunday is October 19 


“We'll make a safer investment—we'll 
give on Mission Sunday.” 
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Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara of 


Indianapolis, Ind., was named 


chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc - 


Committee on Evangelization. 
Gerard E. Sherry, former executive 


editor of The Voice in Miami, Fla., has: 
_.been named information officer for 


the. Reno-Las Vegas. diocese. 


~ William May, associate professor of 
moral theology at the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, 
D.C., received the Fellowship of 
Catholic. Scholars’ second annual 
Cardinal Wright Award for “academic 
excellence in the service of Catholic 
truth.” 


Msgr. John P. Foley, editor of The 
Catholic Standard and Times in 
Philadelphia, is serving as English- 
language secretary. for the world 
Synod of Bishops now going on in 
Rome. 


John J. Murphy, dean of St. John’s 
University School of Law in Queens, 
N.Y., died Sept. 23 at the age of 50. 


Msgr. Luigi Ligutti, retired president 
of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference and Vatican observer at 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization, received the lowa 
Award, the state’s highest honor, for 
outstanding service as an “ambassa- 
dor. of goodwill.” 


Chester J. Paluch, president and 
owner of the J.S. Paluch Co., Chicago- 
based liturgical and church music 
eee died Sept. 14 at the age of 


Richard W. Daw, director and editor 
in chief of the National Catholic News 


Service in. Washington, was elected . 


president of the International 
Federation of Catholic News Agencies 
at its meeting in Rome. 


John F.. Fink, president of Our 
Sunday Visitor in Huntington, Ind., 
was elected president of the 
International Federation of Church 
Press Associations in Rome. 


Florence Herman was named 
managing editor of the Clarion Herald 
in New Orleans, La., and Maureen 
Canal was appointed the perene 
advertising director. 


Catherine Taylor is the new director 
of information for the Diocese of 
Duluth, Minn., following her appoint- 
rnent to that post by Bishop Paul F. 
Anderson of Duluth. 


- the Nazi 


PEACE PLEA— Pope John Paul 
made an urgent plea for peace and 
called for greater job security for 
workers during a one-day visit to 
Montecassino and Cassino, Italy. He 
met with- nearly 500 Benedictine 
abbots from around the world at the 
famous Abbey. of Montecassino, 
cradle of. the Benedictine order and 
Western monasticism, to mark the — 
15th century of St. Benedict's birth. 


“Every war is always fratricide,” the 
pope declared later at 4 meeting with 
the people of Cassino. Recalling the 
Benedictine: rule written in the 
mountaintop monastery overlooking 
the city, the pope said that St. 


. Benedict “invites us to transform all 


humanity into ‘a Christian family of 
peoples, based on the values infused 
by the (Benedictine) rule in the 
historic ferment that created Europe’s 
unity of faith.” 

FORMER PRISONERS — Nearly 100 
Polish priests, all former prisoners of | 
concentration camp at 
Dachau, concelebrated a Mass with 
the pope in the Vatican Gardens. 


RESPECT RIGHTS—Communica- 


- tions media must “respect the sacred 


rights of man,” Pope John Paul told 
about 500 participants in the 12th 
World Assembly of the International 
Catholic Union of the Press in Rome. 


WAR ‘LAMENTED’— Pope John 
Paul lamented the ‘death. and 
destruction” caused by hostilities 
between Iran and Iraq and prayed that 
they would not lead to “even larger 
and more devastating dimensions 
and consequences.’ 


JAPAN VISIT—The pope as 
expected to spend four days in Japan 
in January or February 1980, the 
Italian news agency ANSA reported. It. 
quoted Japanese Catholic sources in 
Rome and said the pope would stop in 
Tokyo, the capital, and in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. 


SPEAK OUT—Pope John Paul I! 
and representatives of 24 European. 


’ bishops’ conferences spoke out Sept. 


28 against abortion, war, and religious 
repression. 


POPE MOURNS VICTIMS—The 
pope mourned the victims of the 
“criminal dynamite attack’ which 
killed at least 14 people and wounded 
more than 100 Sept. 26 in Munich, 


West Germany. 
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MADONNA STAMP—This 1980 
Christmas stamp features a 
Madonna and Child taken from 
the Epiphany window of the 
Washington (Episcopal) Cathe- 
dral. It will be issued by the postal 
service Oct. 31. - 
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DCCW OFFICIALS PREPAR 


E FOR CONVENTION — The 44th annual 


- 


is 


Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s convention is set for Wednesday, 
Oct. 29, at the Bahia Motor Hotel. Making final plans for the meeting are, 
from left, Maxine Wiedenhoff, DCCW president; Jan Hickman, publicity; 
and Virginia McLintock, convention chairman. (Staff photo) e 


Dr. Gloria Durka to speak | 


Dr. Gloria Durka of -Fordham 
University, New York, widely: known 
religious educator, author, and 


lecturer, will discuss the “Imaging of . 


God and Its Impact on Our Lives and 
Ministry” Wednesday, Oct. 8, at the 
University of San Diego’s Salomon 


‘Lecture Hall, Alcala Park. 


The talk, which starts at 7:30 p.m., 
is co-sponsored by the Diocesan 


~ Office of Religious Education, Sisters’ 


Council, and the USD Graduate 
Program in Religious Education. 


Hispanic reunion 


Sister Angela Erevia, staff member 
of the Mexican-American Cultural 
Center (MACC) in San Antonio, Texas, 
will participate in a reunion of local 
residents who have taken part +n 


~MACC programs, Thursday, Oct. 9, 


from 5:30-9:30 p.m., at the Padre 
Hidalgo Center. The center is located 
at 2277 National Avenue. 

According to Roberto Martinez, 
coordinator of Hispanic evangeliza- 


_ tion, the reunion is being held so that 


MACC alumni “can get re-acquainted 
and evaluate their experience at 
M ae 


North Park: 
3795 30th STREET 
PHONE 296-6195 


EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for Dental Plates, 


Partial Plates, and Removable Bridges. All credit handled by our 
office. No Bank or Finance Co. involved. 


New Dental Plates in One Day: 


For anyone short of time... in most cases, if you arrive before 10:00, we can deliver 
your plates by 5:30 the same day. 
FAST PLATE REPAIRS: ONE HOUR in most cases. 
LET US-HELP YOU if you are eligible for dental work under your Dental Insurance. 


Dr. LC. Campbell 


Two ground floor offices 
in SAN DIEGO 


Also at 370 “D” STREET, SAN BERNARDINO, PHONE 888-4222 


. Offices in other California cities 


There will be a $1 donation at the 
door.. 

Dr. Durka is associate professor of 
religious education and theology at 


Dr. Gloria Durka 


hy 

Fordham’s Graduate School of 
Religion and co-director of its pastoral 
ministry and church leadership 
division. During the last five years she 
has conducted about 250 workshops 
and conferences:in religious 
education around the country and 
Canada. 
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ENTIST 


Downtown: . 

1027 6th AVENUE 
Between Broadway & “C” 
PHONE 239-0115 

FREE PARKING at 

Ace Auto Park, 910 6th Ave. 
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Bishop Leo T. Maher has 
appointed Eudist Brother William 
Bilton acting editor of the 
Southern Cross. He becomes the 
first religious Brother ever named 
to direct a U.S. diocesan 
newspaper. - 

Brother William succeeds 
James Bastis, who recently 
resigned his duties to pursue 
personal plans. Bastis had been 
serving as editor of the newspaper 
and director of the diocesan 
communications office. 


BROTHER WILLIAM, 36, is a 


member of the Congregation of 


Brother William Bilton, CJM 


_ Jesus and Mary (Eudists). Eudists 
~ also serve the Diocese of San 
~ Diego at St. James Church and St. 


Leo Mission, Solana Beach; 
Marian High School, Imperial 
Beach; and Catholic Community 
Services, San Diego. 

A native of Augusta, Ga., 


Brother William holds a B.A. 


Happy Retireds 
Live With Us 


Eudist Brother assumes _ 
Southern Cross editorship 


degree in English and an M.A. in 
theology. He recently completed 
participation on the year-long 
Religious Leaders Program at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

Prior to entering religious life, 
Brother William was a journalist. 
He was news editor of the 
Columbia News, Augusta; a staff 
member of the Village Voice, New 


-York City; and a section editor of 


The Augusta Chronicle, the 
South’s oldest daily newspaper. 


BEFORE BEING assigned to San 
Diego, Brother William was 
stationed in Buffalo, N.Y. There he 
served in a diocesan high school 
directed by the Eudists. 


He also served for two yedrs as 
executive secretary of the 
National Assembly of Religious 
Brothers, an organization repre- 
senting the 10,000 religious 
Brothers in the United States. 
During this time, he attended the 
meetings of all national Church 
organizations. He was one of 10 
guests from the United States 
invited to attend the Third 
InterAmerican Conference on 
Religious Life in Montreal. 


‘* Commenting on his appoint- 


ment of Brother William to the 
editorship of the Southern Cross, 
Bishop Maher said, “Brother 
William comes to us very qualified 
for his new. position. He has 
expertise in journalism and his 
theological background enables 
him to present the Catholic 
doctrine in an authentic way. It is 
important that in teaching 
through the press, the integrity of 


the doctrine be presented in a 


clear and appealing fashion. 


“BROTHER William brings to us 


a dedicated and zealous religious 
life and, in hts new position, he will 
minister through the written word. 
We welcome him and wish him 
great. success in his new 
apostolate.” 


We're happy with the services. There’s 24-hour health 
care, three delicious meals every day, and free bus 
service for local doctors, shopping, and sightseeing. 


We're happy with the spacious, private, air-conditioned 
apartments with private baths, intercoms, and some 


even with kitchens! 


We're happy with the company of people our own age 
and the great variety of social activities such as cards, . 
bingo, live entertainment, and parties. 


We're happy with the recreational opportunities here in 
our beautiful nine-acre community. There’s 
swimming, shuffleboard, billiards, putting greens, and 
more than a mile of scenic walkways. One fee covers 
all...no investments — no gratuities. 


For full information about how YOU can join us, call 


today. 


NOW AVAILABLE Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Units 


Grossmont Gardens 
714-463-0281 


5480 Marengo, La Mesa, CA 92041 
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Human life sacred, must be respected 


“All human beings ought to value every 
person for his om her uniqueness as a 
creature of God, called to be a brother or 
sister of Christ by reason of the Incarnation 
and the universal Redemption. For us, the 
sacredness of human life is based on these 
premises. And it is on these same premises 


that there is based our celebration of life— _ 


all human life.” 


This message was spoken by Pope John 
Paul || last October during a Mass in our 
nation’s capital. It is a message the Holy 
Father has continued to speak, be it from 
the Vatican or when visiting the faithful 
during his far-reaching trips. 


' The basic message is that human life— 
all human life, from conception to natural 
death—is sacred and must be respected. 


This Sunday, Oct. 5, marks the beginning 
of the ninth annual Respect Life Program, 
sponsored by the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. The objective of the 
program remains unchanged: to focus on 
the sanctity of life and the growing humber 
of situations in which human life and dignity 
are endangered or challenged. 

During the coming year, those involved in 
the. Respect Life Program will fashion 
models having to do with pro-life work, 
social justice, alternatives to abortion, 
ministry with handicapped persons, racial 
justice, study of bioethical issues, and care 
for the dying. 

In 1975, our bishops issued a “Pastoral 
Plan for Pro-Life Activities.” As they did 
then, the activities of the Respect Life 


Letters — 


“TELL FATHER WILKINS ID LIKE TO SEE HIM. ” 


4—SOUTHERN CROSS, October 2, 1980 


Program continue to make us aware of the 
fact that, while it is necessary to talk about 
abuses to human life and to denounce 
them, talk is not enough. 


We must become credible sdvocates in 
government and peveree concrete 
solutions. 


Human life must be ee and not 
destroyed. From. conception. to natural 
death, life is sacred. As Catholics, we are 
taught to believe that’ statement. 


However, is this a truth of reason or of 
faith? Reason affirms the statement, 
regarding it as a matter of common sense. 
Faith confirms the statement, and thereby 
situates it in the perspective of a covenant 
with God. Religious faith expands the 
ae of human truth with revelation from 

od 


Father Donald McCarthy of the John XXIII 
Medical-Moral Research Center has written 
in the 1980 Respect Life manual that, ina 
democratic country like the United States, 
“civil laws will in practice only protect moral 
truths about human life to the extent that 
the public consensus upholds those 
truths.” 


Catholics are in a position to contribute to 
that-public consensus. We are in a unique 
position. Our position in regard to the 
sacredness of human life is supported by 
arguments from reason and, at the same 
time, flows directly from biblical faith as 
taught by the Catholic Church. 


The problems in regard to human life are 


no ‘different than all the other problems in 
today’s world—they are complex and 

baffling. We can become so baffled by their 

complexity that we allow the voice of God to- 
become distant. But if we listen, His voice — 
will lead us to creative solutions. And 
solutions are needed. 


As the Holy Father reminded us last 
October, as he walked among us, “Much 
remains to be done to support those whose 
lives are wounded and to restore hope to 
those who are afraid of life. Courage is 
needed to resist pressures and false 
slogans, to proclaim the supreme dignity of 
all life and to demand that society itself give 
it its protection.” 


The Right to Life Program continues to 
remind us that talk is not enough. 


wb. 


Official newspaper of the San Diego diocese. Published 
every Thursday except the first Thursday in July and the 
last Thursday in December. peal cigar are $12 per 
year. 


Publisher: Bishop Leo T. Maher 

Acting Editor: Brother William Bilton, CJM 
Production Manager: Gerry Korson 
Production: Darcy Houseman 
Photography: Mark Ryland ~ 

Advertising Coordinator: Stephen Circo 
Circulation: Debbie Sweeney 

Office Manager: Elsa Y. Anraku 


Offices: Mailing Address: 
USD tlm P.O. Box 81869 
San D _ San Diego, CA 
Tel. (714) 298-7713 92138 
Second class postage paid at San Diego, Calif. 


Cust 505-660) 


| agree with Paul King (SC, Aug. 28) 
and Bob Warigler (SC, Sept. 4) that the 


~ tabernacle should be put back on the 


main altar. The church is_ holy 
because God is in it. The altar is holy 


~ because Jesus Christ, who is God, is 


on it. 

If one believes that the Eucharist is 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord, one wants the place of honor 
most prominent in the church for 
Him. 

Let's pray the bishops and the pope 


will explain the reasons why the 
‘tabernacle isn’t on the altar anymore. 


Let's pray to the Holy Spirit to guide 
them to the truth. 

Martha Lewis 

Imperial Beach 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Church authori- 
ties in the Vatican have explained the 


tationale of moving the tabernacle 


from the main altar in our churches. 


In 1964, it was stated, “the Blessed 
Sacrament may be reserved i in some 
other place in the church (other than 
the main altar) but it must be a very 
special place.”’ In 1980, the 


instruction said, “the tabernacle... - 


can be located in a spot which is very 
prominent...or im a chapel suitable 
for private prayer and adoration by the 
faithful.” 


It has been recommended that the 
tabernacle be placed in a prominent 
location other than the main altar, 


because theologically, sacramentand | 


sacrifice are not identical. Having a 
separate altar of reservation clarifies 
the distinction. 


Xavier Society gives thanks 


Let me take this opportunity to 
express our sincere gratitude to you 
and your staff for the constant 
assistance you have given our work 
throughout the past years, up to and 
including the present. 


We are most grateful for the 
publicity and, most of all, for the 
opportunity of serving the visually 
impaired persons who have learned of 
us through your publication. 


Betty J. Dodt 

Public Relations 

Xavier Society for the Blind 
New York City 


/ 


Likes theological insight 

| loved your editorial on “The ‘Good’ 
of Being a Catholic” (SC, Sept. 25). 
The orthodox theological insight 
expressed is a real ‘plus’ for the 
Southern Cross. 


It's good to see a religious Brother 
on the SC staff, too. 


Clem Stump 
Jamacha Junction 


Letters should not exceed 200 words 
and must be signed with full name, 
address, and telephone number in order to 
be considered for publication. Writer's 
name will be withheld upon request. SC 
reserves the right to edit. letters. 

‘Address all correspondence to: 
Southern Cross, P.0. Box 81869, San - 
Diego, CA 92138. 
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WHAT PROFOUND DEDICATION! \ ae ‘Saat 
UP AT THE CRACK OF DAWN TO | 
SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS !! 


IVE GOT A PART-TIME 
MORNING NEWSPAPER 


By Father John Reedy, CSC 


Looking ise the Lord 


Should a church leader in America 
ever tell his (or her). people to support 
or oppose a particular candidate? 


Would such a leader compromise 
-his religious convictions if he failed to 
do so—when a particular candidate 
stands for positions contrary to the 
teachings of that church? 


ARE THERE principles involved in 
these questions, or is it a matter of 
pragmatism? A matter of. whether 
such guidance would be effective? A 
question of how much adverse 
reaction it would generate? 


These questions seem particularly 
relevant this year because of the 
efforts of the religious leaders who 
support the “Moral Majority” coalition. 


They also drew comments when 
Boston’s Cardinal Medeiros came 
very close to telling the people of the 
diocese that they could not in 
conscience vote for a candidate who 
supports the liberalization of abortion 


Talks — Parents 


laws or the ‘public funding of 


- abortions. 


THE MOST POINTED sentence in 
the cardinal’s letter: “Those who make 
abortions possible by law—such as 
legislators and those who promote, 
defend, and elect these same 
lawmakers — cannot separate them- 
selves totally from the guilt which 
accompanies this horrendous crime 
and deadly sin.” 


As a _ statement of the moral . 


principle that we cannot separate 
ourselves completely from the moral 
consequences of our actions, this is 
obviously true. 


But in the particular circumstances 
of the Massachusetts election, the 
statement was seen as telling 
Catholics that there would be moral 
guilt involved in voting for a particular 
candidate for Congress, a candidate 
who does not support’ the he of 


welfare abortions. 


eg | 


Church leaders and voting choices 


I’m reluctant to say “never” or 
“always” in a matter like this because 
some conditions could be so extreme 
as to demand exceptions. Generally, 
however, | hold: 


@ That a conscientious decision 
regarding a person’s vote is 
essentially a prudential judgment. 
This.means that it belongs properly to 
the’ individual's evaluation of the 
many complex results of a candi- 
date’s election or defeat. . 


This means that there can be no 
moral certitude because there is no 


- way of being sure about all the good 


and bad effects of a particular choice. 


@ At the same time, | believe that 
religious spokesmen would be 
derelict if they failed to speak to 
obvious and serious ethical values 
which were involved in a campaign. 
Their failure to address such issues 


, would be a compromise of their 


responsibilities to teach and witness. 


Abortion certainly involves such 
values. So do questions about foreign 
aid, welfare programs, nuclear 
weapons. 


IN PRACTICE, | believe that 
religious leaders should: 


1. Get truly competent information 
about policies and programs before 
they speak to them. 


2. Proclaim powerfully and 
consistently those religious values 
which relate to the public policies. If 
these values are basic to the Church's 
teachings, the leaders should insist 
that their people are bound in 


conscience to weigh them carefully as ~ 


they formulate their political 
judgments. 


3. Respect and honor the right—the 
obligation—of the individual citizen 
to formulate his or her own 
conscientious evaluation. of the 
choices. : : 


By Dolores Curran 


From families to bishops to Rome 


Last spring a sociologist questioned 
my qualifications to speak on family 
because | was neither a theologian nor 
sociologist. Sigh. By his definition, 
half the family life directors in the 
country aren't qualified to speak on 
the needs of families even though 
they work intimately with them. God’s 
sense of humor reveals itself in many 
ways. 

With the opening of the Roman 
Synod on Family upon-us, I’d like to 
devote a pair of columns to some of 
the foundational material available 
to those working in family ministry. 
Basically, there are two types: 
experiential and research data. 


THIS WEEK, I'll talk about the first or 
that emanating from the experiences 
‘of family life directors. In preparation 
for the synod, the family life directors 
of the United States, together with 
people in family life ministry, 


gathered input from dioceses across , 


the country. The ultimate report 
represents a significant input from 
thousands of American Catholics who 
have shared with them their 
experience of marriage and family life 
today. 


Father Peter Sammon of the San 
Francisco archdiocese and spokes- 
man. for the family life directors 
informed me that a format or 
questionnaire was drawn up by 50 
representatives at the FLD convention 
in Miami last winter. The 11 regional 
family life directors then sent these on 
to diocesan directors in their regions 
to conduct as they saw ae on the 
local level. 


Input was gathered and when the 
directors met at their regional 
meetings, a rough summary was 
drafted of the needs and hopes of the 
people as they heard them. Ultimate- 


ly, these needs were presented to our 
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bishop delegates to Rome: Arch- 
bishops Quinn and Bernardin, and 
Bishops Stafford and Sanchez. 


THE SUMMARY presented focused 
mainly on six areas that surfaced in 
the listening process: 1. the spirit and 
attitude of the synod delegates; 2. the 
need for a pastoral approach; 3: the 
meaning of Christian morality; 4. the 
essential need to be in touch with the 
lived experience of marriage and 
family life today; 5. the willingness of 


- the Church to deal with difficult and 


controversial issues; and 6. the areas 
of strength in the U.S. experience of 
family life ministry that are of special 
value to the synodal delegates. 


The needs and hopes expressed 
aren't necessarily the same as those 
found in a random sampling of a few 
hundred families by a professional 
pollster. But this makes them no less. 
valid. If thousands of Catholic families 


mention them as issues that need to 
be addressed and if the family life 
people who work with them second 
those issues from their own 
experience, they cannot and should 
not be relegated to second place. 
They emanate from the experience of 
the family life professional, not a 
computer, and'as such must be taken 
as basic. 


In a paragraph from the report, here 
are those needs: 


“AMONG THE MOST prominently 
mentioned issues were the need fora 
Spirituality of marriage and family life, 
the development of a theology of 
sexuality, concern for the role of 
women, the enormous influence of 
the media, abortion, ecumenical 
marriage, marriage preparation and. 


ministry to young marrieds, and the © 


social mission of the family to the 
world.” 
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In a little parish far from the city, a 
small group of people began to meet 
and pray each week for their own 
intentions but also for those of people 
they had never met— people whose 
problems had come to them in 
various ways. 


After-a few weeks they commented 
on their growing sense of responsibi- 
lity for these unknowns and a subtle 
change in their spiritual attitudes and 
expectations. “I don’t feel so alone,” 
one said, “and it is important to me 
that those we pray for should not feel 
alone, but should know that we care 
and want to share their burdens.” 


ANOTHER SMILED. “You know what 
we are doing,” she added, “we are 
ministering to each other here each 
week, and because we really care 
‘about them, we are ministering to the 
people we pray for as well.” 


It was a new thought for some. 
Priests are supposed to minister. 
Deacons and Brothers and nuns are 


Q and A 


Q: At Communion time last Sunday, 
our pastor (he has no associates) 
asked me to help with distributing 
Communion because none of his 


- extraordinary ministers. had shown 


up. Was this OK? 


A: Yes. In case of necessity (for 
example, a large number of people 
and the press of time), a person can 
be delegated for helping with 
Communion “per modum actus”— 
which means for that one occasion 
only. This is in contrast to the person 
who has been commissioned as an 
extraordinary minister: he/she does 
not need permission each time. 


However, it is useful to remember 
these words of the bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy: “Some 
clarification is needed regarding the 
distribution of Holy Communion. The 
priest or. deacon is the ordinary 
minister of Holy Communion. 
Extraordinary ministers, whether 
religious or lay, may be and should be 
used when there is a need...Such 
need is to be determined at the parish 


27th Sunday, October 5, 1980. 
Habakkuk 1:2, 32:2-4; 2 Timothy 1:6- 
8, 13-14; Luke 17:5-10. 

Anyone who believes in God also 
believes that the will of God forms the 
‘foundation for one’s personal life. | 
would like to do as God wishes; | would 
feel secure if | could be certain that 
my life was based on the sure 
foundation of God’s presence within 
me. 


| would like to live my life according 
io the loving care and protecting 
orovidence of God, but the. will of God 
> not so easily discerned. How can 
snyone know God’s will and how can 
anyone be sure that his or her life is 
sased on the acceptance of that will? 


THE PROPHET Habakkuk seems to 
be annoyed with God. God does 
nothing and all the earth seems to be 
going to hell. The prophet still believes 
in God and his goodness but cannot 
understand how God can allow whatis 
happening all around him. 


Christian Way of Life 


Speak to me of the God you know 


By Father Warren J. Rouse; OFM 


Help with Communion 


Sunday Readings 


should minister. But lay people? What 
a Protestant idea! 


But, of course, Jesus did not only 
call the apostles to service or ministry, 
He called everyone who followed Him 
to serve and to minister to each other 
and to those outside the community. 
In later centuries when the Church 
became _institutionalized and we 
theologized and philosophized and 
grew a little separated, we began to 
reserve the terms for those who were 
ordained or in the religious life. 

BUT WE HAVE to meet people 
where they are and the bulk of them 
are not in rectories or convents, they 
are where lay people are. In PTAs, car 


pools, schools, the business world, in - 


shops and sports fields and parking 
lots. And so we should be prepared to 
minister to each other's needs right 
there, where we are. 


We have a responsibility to 
each other— wherever and whoever 
we are—to encourage and reinforce 


or institutional level. 


“What is not permitted is for priests 
who are present to choose not to 
distribute Communion and to let the 
extraordinary ministers distribute 
instead. This would give the 
impression that the. priest had no 
responsibility in this regard; that the 
extraordinary ministers are the 


principal distributors. This would — 


confuse their respective roles and 
would not be in accord with our 
understanding of the Eucharist and 
the role of the ordained minister in its 
celebration.” 

The extraordinary minister is 
commissioned for service within a 
certain territory (usually a parish) and 


does not therefore have permission to - 
run all around the country assuming © 


that he can lawfully distribute 
Communion wherever he may 
happen to be. 


(Send your: questions directly to: 
Father Warren Rouse, P.O. Box 409, 
San Luis Rey, Calif. 92068.) 


God responds to the prophet by 
telling him to believe and not try to 
anticipate God’s decisions. In God’s 
good time things will work out and 
though the will of God may seem 
baffling, the prophet should remem- 
ber. that he is not God and must wait 
and remain faithful. 

The gospel reading groups together 
some sayings of Jesus. The first 
concerns the power of prayer: if a 
person believes firmly, thenall things 
are possible. Even mountains will 
move..: 

THE SECOND saying concern’s 
God’s will. Whatever God wishes we 
should do willingly and when we have 
accomplished our task, we should not 
rest on our generosity but rather see 


ourselves as doing what was our. 


responsibility. 

The second reading also contains 
the theme of God’s will, but in this 
exhortation to Timothy we find some 
concrete suggestions that apply not 
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faith : 
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the faith and hope Christ left with us. 

' And to do it in the spirit of His love. 
And that is more than simply lending a 
sympathetic ear or a shoulder toweep 
on occasionally. 


It means also sharing our 
experience of God’s action in our lives. 
It means handing on any insights and 
awareness that He has led us to, and, 
maybe, sharing something of the 
struggle and hurt that probably 
preceded them. 

MORE AND MORE today we need to 
counteract the a-religious and 

-a-moral indoctrination of the various 


communications media and the . 


general “anything goes” climate of 
society.. People are calmed and 
comforted when they can speak 
simply with those who share their 
circumstances and their faith and 
moral and spiritual confusions. 

To come together and talk about 
God. To come together and pray with 
and for those with whom we are united 
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THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH, 
MARY HAS EMPHASIZED OFTEN THE GREAT 
IMPORTANCE OF HER ROSARY. IN THE i2* CENTURY 
WHEN THE ALBIGENSIAN HERESY WAS DEVASTATING 
THE CHRISTIAN WORLD BY FORCE AND MASSACRE, THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN APPEARED TO ST. DOMINIC AND ASKED 
_. HIM TO PREACH AND PRAY THE ROSARY. HE DID SO, 


By Enid Lanyon 


in humankind. To alert each other to’ 
the unexpected nudges and eventu- 
alities that witness to God’s constant 
guidance and concern. That is to 
perceive- the reality that the daily 
preoccupations are making and 
enjoying a living-can obscure. 


_ We need to be reminded that we 
walk in God’s presence — not in some 
supernatural, pious sense, but 
‘actually, really. And when: we 
verbalize’ our need and share the 
times we have sensed His hand upon 
us, it becomes easier to discern His 


~ loving direction, and we find ourselves . 
happier, more positive, more secure - 


people. 


IT 1S NOT necessary to wait for - 


‘lightning to strike’us, nor for great 
mystical experiences, before testify- 
ing to His action in our lives. God 
works as totally in the small everyday 
things as in the great and dramatic. 
And He needs us to make that known 
and so glorify Him in the telling. 


“== AND FRANCE AND THE CHURCH WERE SAVED. 

IN THE [6th CENTURY THE ROSARY AGAIN SAVED 
CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION WHEN THE TURKS WERE 
OVERRUNNING EUROPE. ST.PIUSVCALLEDTHE | 

> COUNTRIES OF EUROPE TO UNITE. ONLY VENICE AND | 
~ SPAIN ANSWERED THE POPE'S PLEA. ON SEPT. 30, 1571, 
\s A FLEET OF SHIPS WENT TO SEA TO MEET THE. © 
AN AGGRESSORS. THE POPE ASKED CHRISTIANS TO SAY 
\ ‘ THE ROSARY FOR VICTORY. ON OCT.7, THE TWO - 
FLEETS MET IN BATTLE NEAR LEPANTO. JUST 
\ \\ BEFORE THE BATTLE, THE WIND, WHICH FAVORED THE 
\ TURKS, CHANGED SUDDENLY. IT ENDED INA 
\\\\ RESOUNDING VICTORY FOR THE CHRISTIANS. 
\\ CHRISTIAN EUROPE WAS SAVED. ST. PIUS V ORDERED 
\\\\ THAT EVERY OCT.7 BE CELEBRATED AS THE FEAST 
\\\ OF OUR LADY OF VICTORY. THIS LATER WAS CHANGED 
’ TO THE FEAST OF THE HOLY ROSARY. 
AT LOURDES, IN 1858, MARY APPEARED WITH THE . 
ROSARY, SHE LOOKED ON APPROVINGLY AND ALLOWED 
THE BEADS TO SLIP THROUGH HER FINGERS AS 
BERNADETTE SAID THE PRAYERS. 


THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY IS OCT. 7. 


How do we know the will of God? 


only to the disciple of Paul. 


Timothy had accepted a responsi- 
bility in the Church and must fulfill 
this obligation, for God Himself has 
charged him. He has the Spirit of God 
who guides and directs him, makes 
him strong, loving, and wise. 
Therefore Timothy must bear witness 
to the gospel with courage and 
conviction, taking as his model the 
teaching and example of Jesus 
Himself. 

STILL, HOW do we know the will of 
God? Firstly, we can never know 
completely the designs of God. 
Habakkuk reminds us of that. The 
Portuguese have a proverb: “God 


’ writes straight with crooked lines.” We 


must have faith when we see only the 
crooked lines. 


Secondly, one who has been given 
the Spirit of God ‘has the promise of 
divine guidance. And we all have the 
example of the life and death of the 
Lord and the record of His preaching 


By Father John F.-O’Grady 


in our gospels. For the rest, we must 
be people of prayer.who seek to know 
the will of God and even when we have 
accomplished in our lives something 
that we believe was God's will, we are 


not outdoing ourselves but rather just ~ 


living as God’s faithful servants. 


| suppose that for many people, my 
response is just not enough. The 
answers are too general and not clear 
and specific. In fact, it seems that ina 
different type of Church it was easier 
to know God's will than in the present 
Church. 


WHEN ROMAN Catholics had clear 
and specific rules and regulations, we 
could all be sure that we were doing 
God’s will because the Church 
assured us that our practices were 
leading us irrevocably toward God. 
Now we are told that we should seek 
the will of God-in prayer and in the 
thoughtful reading of the gospel, 
being assured that we have the 
guidance of the Spirit. 
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The Bible and 


By FATHER. DEMETRIUS R. DUMM. 0.S.B. 

Father Demetrius R. Dumm, 0.S.B., is a mem- 
ber of the Order of St. Benedict, which celebrates 
its 1500th anniversary in 1980. Father Dumm is 
presently rector and professor of New Testaments 
at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa. 


The fundamental statement of the Bible about the 
experienced reality of God is an affirmation of the 
divinely initiated movement from bondage to free- 
dom, from nothingness to being, from death to life. 
‘Let my people go. . .”” (Exodus 5:1). : 

The wellspring of biblical revelation is the event in 
which Israel experienced liberation from Egyptian 
bondage. This was not just an experience of release; it 
was also a moment of discovery, of creation, of per- 
sonhood. In this experience Israel discovered her des- 
tiny in response to the love and care of God; she be- 
came a people inste -d of a scattered and dispirited 
mass of slaves; she c.ntracted her bond with God in 
an awareness of precious uniqueness. The incredible 
revelation of Exodus was. not that God is stronger 
than the Pharaoh, but that God, for all his omnipo- 
tence, is loving and caring and gracious and gentle. It 
was the loving care of God that strengthened and em- 
boldened the slaves so that Israel, once free and 
strong, knew instinctively that her destiny as God’s 


’ chosen people was to become a loving, caring pres- 


ence in a world enslaved by the empty promise of 
violence. It took years to learn to trust this instinct 
but the seed was planted at Exodus. Thus, Israel’s 
first and fundamental experience of God was a dis- 
covery of God’s love and care. Many people knew a 
deity that was powerful; Israel’s secret was that the 
power of God is in his loving. And this was to be 
ultimately the power of Israel too. es 
‘Let there by light”’ (Genesis 1:3). =~ 

The simple but powerful story of the creation of 
the universe as described in the first chapters of Gen- 
esis was not the result of some miraculous tradition 
reaching back to the very beginning. This story was 
written after the Exodus and was in fact a deduction 
drawn from that experience of liberation. When the 
author describes the situation before creation by not- 
ing that everything was “without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep” (Genesis 
1:2), he is recalling the experience of Israel before her 
“creation” when there was no sense of meaning in her 
life and the path of destiny was obscured by bondage. 
Before God entered Israel’s situation there was chaos 
and darkness; so it must be in every case before God 
acts, including the moment of original creation. 

The radical new insight of the biblical author is 
that the moment of creation, like the miracle of Ex- 


odus was not a display of massive power so much as _ - 


an act of tender love. Here he parts company with 
non-biblical traditions in which the act of creation is 
violent and frightful. For this child of Exodus’ love 


and liberation, creation is serenely non-violent and 


the most notable characteristic of the new universe is 
not its magnificence but its goodness. So much so 
that the Creator himself comments repeatedly about 
this fact and then concludes that all creation was 
“very good” (Genesis 1:31). Thus, the people-creating 
power of God’s love in Exodus is now seen as the 
universe-creating power of God’s love in the begin- 


ning. 
In the Bible, life is precious, not because civilized 
people have learned that it is so or because philoso- 
phers have deduced that it is so or because anyone 
has simply decided that it is so; it is precious because 


‘it is part and parcel of the mystery-wrapped gift of. 


God. As such, it is always and everywhere a wonder- 
ful gift to be cherished, not a difficult problem to be 
solved. 
The Ten Commandments 

The Decalogue is the heart of Israel’s covenant 
with the God who gave her new life and freedom. She 
is asked to observe these commandments, not be- 
cause God is powerful, but because she has experi- 


enced God’s goodness, because she has been loved © 


into freedom (Exodus 20:2): When the Israelites were 
forbidden to venerate idols or to abuse the divine 
name it was a prohibition of any attempt to manipu- 
late and control the God who, though full of mystery, 
had manifested his goodness and therefore deserved 
to be trusted. The sin that is rejected is the ultimate 
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THE HOLY BIBLE can be a continual source for pro-life concepts and background. 


sin of idolatry, which is any attempt to deal with 
God’s mystery through human manipulation rather 


_ than with trust andreverence. ~ = 


All the other Commandments have the same pur- 
pose: to guarantee respect for the mystery in creation 


by avoiding purely exploitative labor (Sabbath spirit), 


to care for aged and seemingly useless parents, to 
show respect for all the vulnerable and deeply per- 
sonal elements of human existence, such as life, love, 
freedom, truth and the peaceful enjoyment of one’s 
goods. : 

Human planning and human control will always 
have a place, but it must stop short of infringing upon 
the sacred preserve of divine mystery. When human 
wisdom attempts to manipulate and control the di- 
vine gift of life it has become, for all its high-sounding 
motives, no more or less than the classic biblical sin 
of idolatry. This does not mean, of course, that one 
must become merely passive in dealing with the 
forces of life. They may be influenced and channeled, 
but they must not be frustrated. The basic sin is to 
reject God’s gift. 

Greeting Strangers 

It is easy to talk about the mystery of God in gener- 
al terms. In this way one can dominate and control 
one’s immediate environment and still leave room for 
“worship” in regard to some far-away realities. But 
the Bible does not understand religion in these terms. 
God’s claims touch the most intimate and personal 
areas of life. They invade the privacy of life and chal- 
lenge one’s prejudices in practice, not just in theory. 


One of the classic biblical images for depicting the _ 


reality of belief in God is hospitality. Abraham, whom 
Paul calls “the father of all who believe’ (Romans 
4:11), expressed his faith by preparing a feast for the 
three strangers who came to his tent at Mamre (gene- 
sis 18:1 ff). At age 99 the promised son had not yet 
been given, but Abraham continued to make room for: 
God’s promise in spite of his shattered human plans. 
The birth of Isaac vindicated his incredible faith. 


At the other end of the Bible, two disciples were 
on their way from Jerusalem to Emmaus. Jesus 
met them but “their eyes were kept from recogniz- 
ing him’”’ (Luke 24:16) — he made himself a strang- 
er to them. They were full of gloom because the 
promising Messiah had been crucified and all their 
hopes and plans seemed dashed. But Jesus re- 
viewed the Scriptures that they thought they had 

_ understood: ‘‘Was it not necessary that the Christ 
should suffer these things and enter into his glo- 
ry?” (Luke 24:26). They made room for this 
‘strange new understanding and “their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him”? (Luke 24:31). In 
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the ruins of human plans and designs they found a 
victory that God had planned. — : 

It ‘should be evident that these two examples, 
which touch the essence of biblical revelation, are not 
just models of hospitality.in the traditional sense of 
offering food and shelter to wayfarers. The strangers 
who came to Abraham’s tent were divine messengers 
and the stranger Jesus was the risen Son of God! The 


- Message is that God is present in human life, first in 


human terms that meet our expectations; then in the 
mystery of the unplanned, the unexpected, the poten- 
tially threatening, the apparently disruptive. It is 
only when men and women greet and welcome and 
“make room for” the God of mystery, the “stranger”, 
that they begin to live in any significant way by faith. 

.To manage and plan and control life in such a way 
that there is only room for “friends” who do not dis- 
rupt one’s plans and expectations is to keep God out 
of one’s life ... and thereby never to see Isaac or 
recognize Jesus! The “unwanted” child, the physical- 
ly deformed, the senile, even morally deformed crimi- 


~ nals are all unwelcome by human standards, but faith 


makes room for them because faith knows instinc- 
tively that life pertains to the essence of divine mys- 
tery and that mystery is to be welcomed and enter- 
tained, not rejected and destroyed. Why? Because it 
is only by traversing the desert, by clinging to the 
suffering Messiah, that one can grow to readiness for 


God’s exquisite gift of Resurrection. Life comes ulti- . 


mately from embracing mystery, not from human 
planning and controlling. 

It should be noted also that it is not enough to be 
opposed to abortion in order to claim the attitudes of 
biblical faith. For this attitude is marked also by a 


deep respect for the sincere and honest opinions of 


others; it is a spirit of love and reverence for aii as- 
pects of life and not just for the life of the unborn. 


CONCLUSION 

To be truly “pro-life” is to fill one’s sails with the 
prevailing winds of biblical revelation. This means 
that one is attuned to the mystery of God in human 
life, wherever and however God has given it, not just 
where men and women would like to find it. It means 
to adopt and cultivate a spirit of deep gentleness for 
all who are victimized in life; it is characterized by a 
non-violent spirit that trusts the divine power of love 
and respect more than the human way of force and 
coercion; it knows that “defeat” for love is better in 
the long run than “victory” by force. Then we will 
rightly understand that ringing challenge of Deu- 
teronomy: “I have set before you life and death, 


blessing and curse; therefore choose life. . .” (30:19). 
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The Pro-Life Cause at the Crossroads 


By ERNEST L. OHLHOFF 


Ernest Ohlhoff is the executive di- 
rector of the National Committee for 
a Human Life Amendment 


The pro-life movement in the United 


States -stands today at a crossroads. 
One path, requiring hard work and sac- 
rifice, leads ultimately to success. The 
’ other path, also requiring hard’ work 
and sacrifice, leads to failure. The dif- 
ference lies not in philosophy but in 
strategy and organization. The ques- 


tion for people in the pro-life move- 


ment is: Will we unite and win, or will 
we allow ourselves to be trapped in 
endless squabbles over fringe issues? 

Until 1973, the life of the unborn 
child was protected by state laws and 
by the judgments of many state and 
federal courts. On Jan. 22 of that year 
‘the Supreme Court struck down the 
abortion laws of Texas and Georgia. In 
so doing it ended this nation’s long 
tradition of legally protecting unborn 
human life and established abortion on 
eth) asa national policy. the court 

. sai 
eThe unborn child is not a person as 
the Fourteenth Amendment under- 
stands the term and is therefore not en- 
titled to constitutional protection of his 
or her right to life. 
eAbortion is primarily a private matter, 
of concern only to the woman. Since 
the unborn child is not recognized as a 
~ human person with a right to live, a 
woman can have the child destroyed by 
abortion. 
*Since abortion is essentially a private 
matter, the government cannot pass 
laws that provide any real protection 
for the life of the unborn child. 

Thus the court struck down the 
abortion laws of every state (even the 
most permissive laws at the time) and 
made abortion on demand, at virtually 
-every stage during pregnancy, the law 
of the land. 

The initial reaction of the American 
public was mixed. Some applauded; 
some expressed shock and outrage; but 
most, I suspect, did: not fully com- 
prehend the significance of the Court’s 
decision or the magnitude of the 
salughter that would follow. 

Abortion on demand has been a real- 
ity in this country for over seven years. 
During this time, 8.3 million unborn 
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When Popé John Paul visited Wash- 
ington D.C. during his tour of U.S. cit- 
ies last year he said, “All human beings 
ought to value every person for his or 
her uniqueness as a creature of God, 
called to be a brother or sister of Christ 
by reason of the Incarnation and the 
universal Redemption. For us, . the 
sacredness of human life is based on 
these premises. And it is on these same 
premises that there is based our cele- 
bration of life — all human life.” The 
photo on the cover of this supplement 
is of the faces which greeted the Pope 


on Oct. 3, 1979, at the Logan Circle: 


Mass in Philadelphia. Photo is by Rob- 
ert S. Halvey ofthe Philadelphia Cath- 
olic. Standard and Times. 


children were killed by -abortion, of 
these, 1.2 million died at taxpayers’ ex- 
pense. 


SHAPING A RESPONSE 


During the late 1960s and early 
1970s, groups of concerned citizens in 
every state were actively involved in lo- 


cal efforts to halt the increase in state - 


legislation liberalizing abortion laws, 
or, where “liberalization” had already 
occurred, to reverse or restrict such leg- 
-islation. 


With the unexpected and devastat- | 


ing 1973 Supreme Court decisions, 
these citizens and others, understand- 
ing the legal injustices and medical 
atrocities which would follow, began 
with renewed determination to build 
upon the existint foundations. The 
resuit today is the largest single-issue 
grassroots movement in the United 
States since the slavery issue. 
Conservative estimates put the num- 


“ber of people in the United States in- 
volved in or supporting the pro-life . 


movement at 10-15 million. 


The 1973 Supreme Court rulings de-_ 


nied the basic principles of the Consti-- 
‘tution and refused 


absolute and universal. In essence, 
there are two possible ways — judicial 
‘and legislative — to restore protection 
to the unborn. Let’s consider each. 
eJudicial — 
reverse its 1973 decision. — 
eLegislative — since thé court’s ruling 
was based on constitutional grounds, 
the only legislative vehicle available is 
an amendment to the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. : 
In regard to the first option, it is pos- 
sible for the court to correct its error. It 
has done so in other cases. But given 
the present makeup of the court and 
the fact that a Supreme Court judge- 
ship is a life appointment, this is highly 
unlikely. Add to this the court’s record 
on abortion-related cases since 1973. 
Thus, the only feasible way to re- 


- verse the decision of the court and pro- 


vide a constitutional base for legal pro- 
tection of unborn children is by amend- 
ing the U.S. Constitution. 


AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION 


Article V of the Constitution pro- 
vides two methods of passing an 
amendment: 
eAn amendment must be proposed by 
two-thirds of the Senate and House, 
and subsequently ratified by three- 
fourths of the states. 

*A convention to propose amendments 
can be called by two-thirds of the 
states. 

A. constitutional convention, al- 
though theoretically possible, has nev- 
er been successfully accomplished. 


The former method is the “tried and . 


egal protection to 
unborn children. The decisions were © 


the Supreme Court could 


established and the requirements de- 
fined. It was evident at that time. that 
an amendment did not enjoy the neces- 
sary support in the House and Senate, 
and that intensive pro-life grassroots 
activity was needed. 

The Catholic bishops of the United 


States have repeatedly endorsed an 2 


amendment to the Constitution which 
would reverse the 1973 Supreme Court 
decisions and restore legal protection 
to the unborn. In testimony before a 


. Senate subcommittee in 1974, four car- 


dinals (Cody, Krol, Manning, and 
Medeiros), testifying on behalf -of the 


- U.S: Catholic Conference, offered the 


ne 


true” method which was used in adopt- — 


ing all 26 constitutional amendments to 
date. It is an arduous and complex leg- 
islative process defined by the Consti- 
tution itself. It is surely not a simple 
task, but with sufficient resources and 
planning it is possible. 

_ THE HUMAN LIFE AMENDMENT 


By the end of 1973 the goal — a 
Human Life Amendment — had been 


following guiding principles that should 
govern the drafting of a Human Life 
Amendment: 


©The amendment should establish that 


the unborn child is a person under the 
law in terms of the Constitution from 
conception on. 

°*The Constitution should express a 
commitment to the preservation of life 
to the maximum degree possible. The 
protection resulting therefrom should 
be universal. 

¢The proposed amendment should give 
the states the power to enact enabling 


legislation, and to provide for ancillary 


matters such as record-keeping, etc. 
°The right to life is described in the 
Declaration of Independence as “inal- 
ienable” and as a right with which all 
persons are endowed by the Creator. 
The amendment should restore the ba- 
sic constitutional protections for this 
human right to the unborn child. 

In November 1975, the bishops also 
adopted far-reaching Pastoral Plan for 


_ Pro-life Activities . The Pastoral Plan, 


intended to activate the resources of 
the Church on behalf of all human life 
from conception on, called for: 


An educational and public information 


effort to inform, clarify and deepen un- 
derstanding of basic issues. 


°A pastoral effort to respond to the spe- 
cial needs of women with problems re- 
lated to pregnancy and who have had 


‘or taken part in an abortion. ~ 


eA public policy effort aimed at the leg- 
islative, judicial, and administrative 
areas to ensure effective legal protec- 
tion for the right to life. 


LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 


Significant progress has already been 
made. Witness the Hyde Amendment 
and similar efforts. Recent elections 
also attest to the growing strength of 
the pro-life movement in the political 
arena. 


When all is said and done, the bot- 
tom line is 67 senators, 290 representa- 
tives, and 38 states in support of a 
Human Life Amendment. All else is ac- 
ademic. Neither right-wing nor left- 
wing, neither conservative nor liberal, 


neither Republican nor Democrat can - 


label exclusively our cause. We pursue 
a Human Life Amendment with no 
other agenda attached. 

Today the pro-life movement stands 
at the crossroads of success or failure. 


“We know the goal and how to attain it. 
We owe nothing to others, but we bear. 


a great responsibility toward those not 
yet born. We must not let them down. 
We are their only hope! : 


(Photo by Robert S. Halvey) : 
MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA, shown here speaking before a commence- 


_ ment exercise at St. Charles Seminary in Philadelphia, has been a frequent cham- 
pion of the pro-life movement throughout her ministry. To the far right is John 
Cardinal Krol of Philadelphia and nearest her is Msgr. Vincent Burns, rector of St. 


Charles Seminary 
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Respect for Life: rN Catholic 


Teens and Sexuality: Some 3 


By SISTER PAULA VANDEGAER, S.S.S. : 

Sister Paula Vandegaer has a Master’s Degree in social work, | 
and has spent countless hours counseling young women. A found- 
ing member of Alternatives of Abortion International (AAI), Sis- 
ter Paula is the editor of Heartbeat, AAI’s quarterly magazine. 


Many people are concerned today about the proliferation of abor- 
tion, contraceptive use, and irresponsible sexual activity among 
teenagers. Much has been written on these subjects. However, it 
seems that they are symptoms of another, deeper problem. What is 
this problem, and what is its root cause? How should today’s par- 
ents direct the proper growth and development of the young? What 
can society and the Church do to help parents instill values and 


respect for themselves and others in today’s young people? 


PERSONALITY DISORDERS 


People involved in counseling note an increase in personality dis- 
orders among the American population. Traditionally, mental and 
emotional disturbances have been classified under three main head- 
ings: 
¢ psychosis — characterized by a break with reality, 
© neurosis — characterized by guilt, anxiety, and depression; 
¢ personality disorders — characterized by lack of guilt, self-protec- 
tion, and an inability to form meaningful interpersonal relation- 


ships. 


Sigmund Freud’s work dealt primarily with neuroses. His era 
seemed typically to produce neurotics -—- people who felt guilty, 
sexually repressed, and depressed. It appears that our age is typical- 
ly producing personality disorders — exemplified in people who 
casually write bad checks, or who leave spouses and children with- 
little guilt or remorse. As for intimate relationships, their status in 
our society is seemingly part of their time not on getting involved 
with people, but on efforts to achieve self-protection and comfort. 

In this approach to life, other people are essentially “persons for 
my pleasure”. Here, the defense mechanisms of repression, suppres- 
sion, and rationalization are manifested. It is not surprising that our 
society is experiencing difficulty teaching its members to be in- 
volved with others faithfully, intimately, and caringly on a long- 
term basis. 


THE ORIGIN OF THE PROBLEM 


What causes this breakdown of character and personality devel- 
opment? The problem results from successive and repeated disrup- 
tions and breakdowns in relationships. The origin of the problem 
lies first within the family and later in the teenage years. 

It is in the family that intimacy is first experienced. In the family 
that a person comes to know and love himself or herself and begins 
to recognize responsibilities toward others. If children lovingly trust 
their parents and parents respond by “doing their own thing” — 
psychologically or physically neglecting or abandoning their off- 
spring — problems results. Having been hurt once, children ask in 
effect: Is it worth the risk of being hurt again to become attached to 
someone else? 


A youngster next begins to experiment with intimate relation- 
ships during puberty and the teenage years. Our society, in both 
subtle and overt ways, teaches young people to experiment sexu- 
ally. Out-of-wedlock pregnancy is one result. But whether or not 
pregnancy is involved, broken relationships produce harmful psy- 
chological effects. It is important that first loves not become sex- 
ual lovers. Sexual experimentation has more potential for harm 
than even teenage pregnancy. 


How:is sexual experimentation harmful? Erik Erikson, in [denti- 
ty, Youth and Crisis, states that youngsters at the age of puberty 
are trying to establish their identities — throwing off childish pat- 
terns and trying to discover themselves as adults. To do this, they 
must discover themselves through the eyes of others. 

I have done extensive counseling of young pregnant girls, most of 
whom were at this stage of development. Still trying to determine 
their identity. Becoming intimately involved with someone and ex- 
periencing the failure of that relationship, they were left still fur- 
ther confused about their own self-worth. Some react with anger — 
they become involved with other men and then leave them. Some 
purposefully become involved with “losers” — persons whom they 
feel match their own low self-concept. Others are filled with depres- 
sion and self-doubt, which they try to overcome by frequent sexual 
liaisons. 

To establish an intimate sexual relationship with a person and 
then to have that relationship break up, has devastating effects on 
the identity-formation of a young person. When one is first learning 
about love and gives oneself totally, the effect of the relationship’s 
failure on one’s self-image and ability to trust others is profound. 


CONTRACEPTION AND ABORTION AS A SOLUTION 


Our society offers young girls contraceptives when they become 
sexually involved, and abortion when they get pregnant. Neither is 


an acceptable: solution; both are psychologically and physically 
harmful to the girl. It is argued that contraception and abortion 
‘prevent unwanted teenage pregnancies. However, experience shows 
just the opposite: Where contraception and abortion have become 
standard practice; the teenage pregnancy rate has risen. 


It is important to understand that many young girls are not re- 
ceptive to contraceptive use for two reasons. First, many think of 
themselves as “good girls’.. Sexual activity is what their peer group 
encourages. No “big deal,” it is something which involves just this 
one boy or situation. They do not think of themselves as sexually 
active women. To make an appointment to be fitted for a contra- 
ceptive device or a prescription for pills, one has to decide to plan 
for sexual activity: This involves a decided, and rare, change in the 


- way young girls think of themselves. (“I am no longer a good girl, 


just experimenting. Instead, I am acting with calculation as a sexu- 
ally active woman.”) i 


The second reason why the contraceptive push is doomed to fail- 
ure is more widely acknowledged. Often, a girl who becomes preg- 
nant has underlying, unconscious reasons for doing so. Initially, she 
may be unaware of the reasons; but often after counseling, she be- 
comes aware of them and states them — the pregnancy was desired, 
seen as a way to accomplish a goal for her. Among the most com- 
mon unconscious notivations for teenage pregnancy are: 


e A very poor self-image. Unsure of her identity, the girl feels that 
the only way for her to maintain the relationship with the young 
man is to have sexual relationship with him; and, if the relationship 
is pia sae she may feel that it can be held together if she has his 
child. 


¢ A desperate need to love and be loved. The girl fantasizes that a 
child will satisfy all ner needs in regard to both. 


¢ Hostility toward her parents. This is particularly common when a 
youngster has been forced to repress anger and hostility. She “gets 
back” at her parents in a passive-aggressive_-manner by becoming 


pregnant. 


Thus, young girls who become pregnant generally fall into two 
categories: (1) those who want to be pregnant to solve a problem, 
and (2) those who do not think of themselves as sexually adult 
women. In either case, offering them contraceptives is no answer. 


What about abortion? Apart from the obvious problem — abor- 
tion destroys the life of the unborn baby — there are also problems 


__ for the girl. 


Abortion is a negative solution. A young girl counseled to have a 
guilt-free abortion often moves away from the tender intimacy of an 
interpersonal relationship and in the direction of a psychological 
hardening through a self-protéctive adjustment. Certainly, abortion 
does not represent a move toward responsible, loving interaction 
with her child. Having a baby and expressing love for it — either by 
keeping the child or making the difficult decision to give it up for 
adoption — is better for both the baby and the mother. 


SUMMARY 


The root of the problem, then, is in the family. There intimacy 


and self-identity are first learned and nurtured (or not learned and ~ 


not nurtured). As a society, we are producing large numbers of 


‘ young people who have been hurt in their family relationships and 


later in their teenage sexual experiments. We teach them to have 
premarital sex, guilt-free, and abortion without repercussions. We 


‘offer contraceptives and abortion instead of living support and gui- 


dance. Without realizing it, we are producing a generation incapable 
of deep, intimate, permanent relationships. Since the cause of the 
problem has two roots — early family life experience and teenage 
sexual experimentation — we must look at each separately. 


Family Life. The causes of family breakdown are many and di- 
verse, and will not be analyzed here. Many efforts are underway to 
renew and revitalize marriage and family life. The bishops have 
called for the 1980s to be the Decade of the Family and the 


Church’s Plan of Pastoral Action for Family Ministry is being im- 


plemented; the 1980 Synod of Bishops will focus on the family; the 


Christian Family Movement, Marriage Encounter, the Catholic . 


Charismatic movement, the Cursillo movement, and numerous par- 
ish and diocesan programs are working to strengthen the family. 
Surely these spiritual renewal movements are a sign of the action of 
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ers, especially young teens, need to-be guic 
of their sexuality and love. We do not teach 


the Holy Spirit revitalizing and re-energizing 
their sacred duty and responsibility in raisir 
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protection of family life. It can be instrume 
family from negative forces that endanger it 
ents to prepare children for life’s challenges b: 


Sexual Experimentation. Teenagers, espec 
need to be guided in the development of thei 
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evaluate my own life experiences and who sk 
experiences. I do not learn to be a loving pers 
room. I learn love by having been loved, ¢ 
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manner, this process can be guided by classi 
sexuality and love are not taught in classrc 
through lived experiences. 


Many adults have abandoned their role in 
understand the meaning of love and sexuali 
tions, grandma, grandpa, mom, dad, or olde 
gently guided youngsters toward adulthood: 1 
reluctant to talk to teenagers about sex. We h 
digested a number of misconceptions about s 
called “sexual revolution”. This has caused 
themselves “old-fashioned”, to lose confidex 
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rejected by teenagers and even suspect that { 
mi values may no longer be valid. Common 
clude: 


e Once a young person has been involved in a. 
or she will continue to be involved in sex 
young person must therefore use contracep' 
nancy. 


¢ Teens do not want to talk to their parents .al 


e Because teens can’t talk to their parents al 


because many parents are doing so badly an 
teenagers, it is necessary for others — school: 
etc. — to step in and take over sex educatio1 
tive and abortion counseling. 


In the past 10 years, 80@ pro-life voluntee: 
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stances in which positive counseling has led to new and better rela- 
tionships between parents and teenagers. Usually they want good: 
-communication and respond to assistance which helps them 
achieve it. 


e Solutions 0 the Problems 


CONCLUSION 


Outside the home today, teenagers are subject to many powerful 
influences from school, media, and. peers. They encounter many 
forces urging them in the direction of destructive sexual experimen- 
tation. The family and the Church can be strong counterforces in 
their favor. Yet many adults in our society have moved away from 
basic counseling of young people in chastity. They offer abortion 
and countraceptives instead. These “solutions” may prevent preg- 
nancy, but they are destructive to young people, and especially of 
the psychological and physical well being of young girls. Pro-life 
service groups, the family, and the Church must take a different 
approach to the problem, guiding the young girl toward respect, 
intimacy, and the deepening of her interpersonal relationships with: 
family, child, boy friend, and everyone else whom God has made’ 
part of her world. 


A Model Resource Center 


B.E.T.A 
BIRTH/EDUCATION/ _. 
TRAINING / ACCEPTANCE 
B.E.T.A. Center is a volunteer, non-denominational emergency 
pregnancy service center in Orlando, Fla., B.E.T.A. assists any 
woman— regardless of race, religion, age, or ability to pay — when 
facing a distressful pregnancy. It helps her to redirect her life. The 
Center offers pap smears, breast examinations, and pregnancy test- — 
ing by a physician at no charge to any woman-in the community. It 
also offers maternity and infant clothing, emergency food supplies, 
and counseling for the mother and father, as well as for the families 
- involved. Should a client need the services of other agencies, a 
B.E.T.A. volunteer makes the initial contacts and helps the client 
Pe 2 ~ «NCPhotoy) Schedule appointments. The Center also handles requests for hous- 
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_ Established in 1976 to help women coming to the Center for as- 
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; that endanger it, and in assisting par- 
life’s challenges by love and example. 
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pro-life volunteer service centers have 


doctors, nurses, educators, pri 


_been developed: in the United States. The centers are run by ap- 
proximately 24,00@ trained volunteers who aim to help girls who 
may be pregnant to choose life for themselves and their babies. 


Our experience during these 10 years has shown that the above 
false assumptions are just that — false assumptions. Pro-life centers 
receive approximately 13 million calls a year. About half the girls 
who come into the centers and have pregnancy tests are not yet 
pregnant. Many are afraid, however, and welcome the chance to sit 
down and talk about what happens to them next. Family planning 
studies have shown that young people are likely to have engaged in 
sexual activity for about a year before beginning to use any kind of 
contraceptive. These young women think of themselves as good 
girls and as sexually. active. They experience fear, doubt, and guilt 


about their sexual activity. Many want to talk with a mature adult. 


Some do, and are told to use contraceptives. 


Our experience, however, is that many young girls are pressured 
into sexual activity by their peers — a boy friend or a girl friend — 
and are far from “sold” on it themselves. They need help to say 
“no” — help they can get from good counseling. It is curious that so 
few counselors today are corifident enough of young people to help 
them on this level. 


Not every young girl who thought she was pregnant and learns — 


she isn’t can be reached. But many can. They need and want to be 
bolstered in their resolve to say no; they need to know that they 
need not again become involved in irresponsible sexual activity 
which violates their dignity as responsible persons. Giving them 
contraceptive pills does not strengthen their resolve or solve their 
emotional or social problems. Adults — parents, school counselors, 
ests, and neighbors — should help 
young people learn to say no and offer them a challenge to ‘chastity. 


Of the girls who come to our centers and are pregnant, many . 
choose to have their babies rather than have abortions. It is our | 


experience that many girls considering abortion feel alone, fright- 


ened, pressured into it, and incapable of any other solution. When — 


offered support, positive information, and assistance, they choose 


life. At this time, there are no reliable statistical data as to how © 


many girls decide against abortion after pro-life counseling.. But 


‘there are many positive impressions, and service centers across the 


country report that anywhere from 60 to 80 per cent of the girls who 
come to them carry their babies to term; there are also many in- 


’ sistance, B.E.T.A. House had room for 10 pregnant women. Today, 


it can accommodate 23 women, and a second facility can provide 
temporary housing for six women and six infants immediately fol- 
lowing delivery. It is the largest facility housing pregnant women in 
the state of Florida. No one is ever turned away. 


Education 


Through BE.T.A. School, a division of the Orange County 
‘School System Adult Basic Education program, classes for a high 


‘ school equivalency diploma are held at the Center three days a 


week. Vocational or college degree courses can also be pursued. The 
education program also includes health, prenatal and infant care 
instruction; nutrition courses, financial management and budget 
-planning, and parenting seminars. Any woman in the community — 
pregnant or not — is encouraged to attend B.E.T.A. School, espe- 
cially mothers who are single parents. 

B.E.T.A also offers a series of Life Planning Seminars for junior 
and senior high school students. The program, conducted in the 
public school, is open to the community. Life Planning Seminars 
are designed to assist young people for decision-making in their 
lives and to rebond the family unit. 


B.E.T.A. Industries 


Initiated as a self-help concept, B.E.T.A. Industries gives clients 
a way to earn money while increasing their self-esteem and sense of 
independence. Women learn to produce quality hand-crafted items 
which are then sold. The outgrowth of this program is B.E.T.A. 
Boutique, which made its debut in May 1979. The Boutique is open 
for business five days a week. 


After Care 


B.E.T.A. provides. after-care (including tem housing for 
mother and infant) to help clients aan ie mg insights and 
solutions, as well as to deal with emergency situations. An impor- 
tant facet of the after-care program is the Single Parenting Work- 
shop which teaches single parents about infant bonding, infant nu- 


_ trition, child care and development, and coping. The program is 


open to the community. 


B.E.T.A. is funded by contributions from friends and charitable 
community organizations; it receive no aid from local, county, state, 
or federal government agencies. Housing fees are set on a sliding 


_ scale. No one is ever turned away because of inability to pay. Di- 


apers are available at minimal charge. All other services are free. 


Addressing Moral and Ethical Questions 


By FATHER DONALD G. 
. McCARTHY 


Father Donald McCarthy 
is the Director of Education 
for the Pope John XXIII 
Medical-Moral Research and 
Education Center in St. Lou- 
is, MO.. 


Both faith and reason are 
gifts of God which lead people 
to truth. But not all human 
persons hold the same truths. 

“Truth,” said Pontius Pilate, 
“What does that mean?” (John 
18:38) His challenge to Jesus 
typifies the problem of truth 


which still challenges Chris-- 


tians today. People are as hun- 


‘gry for truth as for food. Even 


those who take refuge in skepti- 
cism base their system on a 
truth claim — the claim that 
does is truth. 


THE MORAL TRUTH 
IN RESPECT FOR LIFE 


“Innocent human life must 
be respected and not destroyed 
or injured.” Is this a truth of 
reason or of faith? Reason read- 
ily affirms it, regarding it as a 
matter of Common Sense or a 
self-evident truth. But faith 
confirms this truth and situates 
it in the perspective of the cov- 
enant with God. 

Faith sees human life as re- 
flecting God’s own life in a way 


nothing else in the world can. 


For only human persons enjoy 
knowledge and love, attributes 
which faith affirms of God in an 
essential and infinite form. The 
book of Genesis states this mor- 
al truth from the perspective of 
faith: “If anyone sheds the 
blood of man, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image 
of God has man been made.” 
(9:6). j 

Despite the toleration of kill- 
ing through capital punishment 
or warfare in the name of jus- 
tice, human civilization has 
generally upheld the moral 
truth that “innocent human 
lives must be respected”. Ex- 
ceptions like cannibalism, 
human sacrifice, and the abuse 
of slaves arise from primitive 
religious beliefs or tribal cul- 
tures, not repudiation of the 
principle. 

However, another kind of ex- 
ception to this moral truth has 
been tolerated in various cul- 
tures and civilizations: the tak- 
ing of human life at its begin- 
ning or end through abortion or 
euthanasia. In what follows we 
shall evaluate these practices 
as they exist in the United 
States today, from the perspec- 
tives of reason and faith. oP 


ABORTION 


Formal Catholic teaching 
against abortion has been so 
firm and so well known that 
American proponents of legaliz- 
ing abortion have sought to 
brand this a “Catholic issue.” 
Popes Pius XII and Paul VI 
spoke out clearly and unequivo- 


- cally against abortion, the Sec- 


ond Vatican Council con- 
demned it in its document on 


or lS 


The Church Today (no. 27), 
and the Vatican issued a com- 
prehensive declaration against 
it in 1974. Pope John Paul II 
dramatically. reiterated Catho- 
lic teaching in his Mass on the 


‘Washington Mall on October 7, 


1979. 

The picture with regard to 
the other Christian churches is 
less clear, although some do op- 
pose abortion and many indi- 


vidual members of all of these 
_churches are resolutely op- 


posed to it. Some Christian 
clergy and . theologians who 
adopt a situational morality 
(according to which good mo- 
tives can change the moral sta- 
tus of an act of killing) have 
been notably permissive about 
abortion. Since the U.S. Su- 
preme Court decisions of 1973 
and in light of the increasing 
frequency of abortion in this 
nation, however, an increasing 
number of Protestant clergy 
and laity have joined the pro- 
life movement and, significant- 
ly, Protestant seminaries are 
taking up this issue. 

The action of the Supreme 
Court in 1973 removed legal 
support for the moral truth 
that unborn human beings 
should not be killed. This deci- 
sion changed the law but it did 
not change the truth. It has in- 


, Stead precipitated a national 


reexamination. of this moral 
truth which has its roots in rea- 
son and in reason enlightened 
by faith. Support for a constitu- 
tional amendment to reverse 
the Supreme Court action aris- 
es from the same roots. It’ re- 
flects a growing democratic 
consensus: The moral. truth 
that born human beings should 
not be killed logically extends 
also to unborn human beings. 


EUTHANASIA 


As non-religious people can 
find strong arguments in 
human reason to oppose abor- 
tion, they can find similar argu- 
ments to oppose euthanasia. .A 
strongly argued essay entitled 
“Some Non-Religious Views 
against Proposed Mercy Killing 
Legislation” by Yale Kamisar 
(published in. 1958 in the Min- 


. 


nesota Law Review) has be- 
come a classic. It is not difficult 
to make the case against killing 
aged and helpless persons with- 
out their explicit request. How- 


ever, even killing those who ask - 


to die compromises society and 
the medical profession’s com- 
mitment to protecting the inno- 
cent. < 
In the United States, as in 
practically, all modern na- 
tions, mercy killing is a 
criminal act and punished as 
such. Hence, in contrast to 
its present permissive stance 
on abortion, the law supports 
the moral truth that’ suffer- 
ing, helpless, or comatose 
persons must not be killed. 


Increasing public attention is 
nevertheless focusing on the so- 
called “right to die”. Some un- 


derstand this in an active sense, 


as a right to control death by 
mercy killing and suicide. It is 
conceivable that the U.S. Su- 


preme Court, which legalized - 


abortion, could also legalize the 


. “right to die” in this sense, per- 


haps finding a rationalization 
for doing so in the right of pri- 
vacy on which it previously re- 
lied in the abortion decisions. 
The popular appeal of the so 
called “right to die” comes also 


. from the fact that many people 


understand it in a weaker 
sense, as referring simply to the 


Tight to refuse excessive and 


pointless efforts to prolong life 
(or, more accurately, perhaps, 
prolong dying) through medical 
technology. Human reason and 
religious faith both give strong 
support to this right. But it 
must be understood carefully 
and correctly as the “right to 
refuse unnecessary treatment” 
lest it lead to acceptance of a 


“right to die” via mercy killing. © 


THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
UNNECESSARY TREAT- 
MENT 


The basic moral truth that 
human life must be respected 
implicity includes the obliga- 
tion to provide nourishment 
and medical care. In fulfillment 
of this obligation, modern sci- 
ence has made amazing prog- 
ress in the fields of nutrition 
and medical treatment. 


A sober and realistic aware- 
ness of the limits of medicine in 
overcoming disease and death 
nevertheless underlines the fact 
that in some situations sophis- 
ticated therapy offers little or 
no benefit or else imposes ex- 
cessive burdens on patients and 
families. 
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OLD FRIENDS — Innocent human, life, no matter how young or how old, must be respected and not injured or destroyed. 


For example, to use the 
splendid resustitative capaci- 


ties of a hospital’s intensive 


care unit to resuscitate a person 
in the very last stages of a pain- 
ful death from cancer would be 
unnecessary treatment. Indeed, 
it could virtually amount: to 


forcing the patient to “die. 


twice.” 

On the other hand, omitting 
medical treatment which would 
bring significant benefit to the 
sick or suffering would cheapen 
reverence for life. This would 
be serious neglect, and would 


_ have a moral character similar 


to that of a mercy killing, even 


though no act directly against © 


life was involved. 


This means that the courts 
have not legalized all ommis- 
sions of treatment which the 
vague and inclusive term “pas- 
sive euthanasia” would cover. 
Many citizens failing to grasp 
this distinction clearly, believe 
that any omission df medical 
treatment should be morally 
and legally permissible. As the 
explanation offered here sug- 
gests, such a blanket policy 
would logically lead to mercy 
killing itself — for the omission 
of ordinary and necessary treat- 
ment is itself morally equiva- 
lent to mercy killing. 


Vocations to the Dying 


Just as people come in all sizes and shapes, so 


ters replace each other at this important time, 


do the homes that nurture them. 
The Little Sisters of the Poor began in. 1839 
when Jeanne Jugan, their foundress, gave up her 
_own bed to an old blind woman. Thus began the 
“little family”, and the tradition was established 
of “being a family to those who have nd family.” 
Mother Marie Candide, administrator of the 
Little Sisters family of elderly at Jeanne Jugan 
Residence in San Pedro, California, believes that 
the most important aspect of the home is its 
family spirit. “Only those who want to come are 
permitted to come,” she says. “And once here, 
they remain for the rest of their lives, regardless 
of how the level of care changes. The residents 
stay, literally, until God calls them.” g 


CARE FOR THE DYING» 


The heart of the vocation of the Little Sisters 
is to be with the dying, day and night. The Sis- 


and keep vigil. _— 

When you enter the Jeanne Jugan Residence, 
you immediately feel the warmth and dignity 
that prevail. The Sisters have a ready smile for 
you. The residents ‘respond eagerly to your 
greeting. os 

Everywhere you will see the dedication of peo- 
ple to’ people. And you will meet the extended 
amily — the concerned em loyees and the 
many loyal volunteers. You will see wheelchair 
residents being taken solicitously to chapel or 
lunch, to a game of bingo or a birthday party. 
You will'’see young students reading to the elder- 


ly. You will see the infirm being fed, tenderly. 


And everywhere you will see the Sisters helping, 
consoling, cheering, and loving all the members 
of their “not too little” family. 

Reprinted with permission from the May 9, 1980 issue of The 
Tidings, weekly newspaper of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
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A Catholic Community Experience 


The Handicapped Child 


A Unique and Unrepeatable Gift of God 


By FATHER EDWARD M. BRYCE 
Father Bryce is director of the NCCB Office for 
Pro-Life Activities 


“Handicapped? So I can’t drive a car. But I can 
bowl, skate, play the piano, and do everything else. 
What do you mean, handicapped?” David’s mother 
overheard this telephone conversation of her teenage 
son’s and of course shared it with her sister the next 
time they talked. As it was relayed to me it was pre- 
faced with the information that David has been blind 
since birth. 

Such a remarkable personal attitude and the litany 
of accomplishments of this gifted young man have 
the makings of a fascinating biography. It joins the 
anthologies that handicapped persons have felt 
forced to present again and again to a society slow to 


accept the unique. 


“Normal” and “abnormal” divide the world. 
Emong the latter, productive and non-productive are 


‘adjectives that make a big difference. Such utilitari- 


anism should give the thoughtful among us pause. 
Are handicapped people to be accepted because they 
are productive members of society? Or are they to be 
accepted first (like everyone else) so that society can 
discover “the works of God” displayed in them? 


LEGAL DECISIONS 


Long before the question of abortion on demand 
had been fully debated in the state legislatures and, 


therefore, long before any consensus calling for signif-- 


icant change, the Supreme Court imposed abortion 
on demand on the nation. On Jan. 22, 1973, in an 
exercise of “raw judicial power,” the court handed 


POSITIVE DIALOGUE must continue between per- 
sons in the field of genetic medicine and agencies 
concerned with the efforts of the handicapped to as- 
sure greater support and acceptance of the handi- 
capped child. 


down the Roc v. Wade and Doc v. Bolton decisions. 
With those decisions, the court stripped the unborn 
child of constitutional protection. ; 

In the wake of this novel situation the lower courts 
are seeing many more tort actions brought against 
physicians for claims of “wrongful birth” and “wrong- 
ful life”. Basically, these are malpractice suits 
brought because of the unwanted birth of a child, 


-either normal or defective. 


In “wrongful birth” cases, parents sue the doctor or 


. counselor, claiming “the unwanted birth and subse- 


quent responsibilities of parenthood cause them se- 
rious harm in the form of physical pain, emotional 
distress and economic loss.” In “wrongful life” cases, 
the child (through the parents) sues, “claiming that 
his birth caused him to have to put up witha life 
filled with physical and mental pain” (Patrick Kelley, 
in Genetic Counseling, the Church & the Law, Atkin- 
son and Moraczewski, eds., p. 177). In both cases the 
fundamental claim is that the doctor or counselor did 
not provide the parents with adequate knowledge 
about the condition of the child in the womb so that 
they could have aborted the child. 

The “wrongful life” action puts the court in the 
unenviable position of calculating damages based on 
a comparison of life in an impaired state with nonex- 
istence. In 1978 the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York refused to find a remedy for such a 
“wrongful life” tort. However, in a 1980 precedent- 


setting decision, a state appeals court in California . 


upheld a child’s right'to sue for damages because he 
was conceived and born with a severe genetic defect. 


In the “wrongful birth’? cases, various state 
courts have recognized the claim and awarded 
damages. In Texas and Wisconsin courts the mal- 
practice claim was sustained when the child that 
was born had a birth defect and the parents had 
been denied.the opportunity for a eugenic abortion. 


Such legal developments intimidate physicians, es- 
pecially obstetricians and other genetic counselors. 
And therefore, broad categories of patients are 
warned that they are at risk of carrying a defective 
child. In the spirit of informed consent, they are 
counseled about the availability of diagnostic proce- 
dures such as amniocentesis. As a result the demand 
for this procedure is increasing rapidly. 

When one considers the remarkably high percent- 
age (about 95 per cent) of women who are reassured 
that the child in their womb seems free of the defect 
they feared, one can only be relieved. But what must 
be said about the physician’s diagnostic skill? Is the 
doctor recommending amniocentesis for medical, le- 
gal, or social reasons? Is he or she genuinely con- 
cerned with both patients, namely the mother and 
the child? Or are we now witnessing a thinly dis- 
guised acceptance of eugenic abortion? 


SOCIAL ATTITUDES 


When the subject of abortion for a defective child 
is tested in public opinion polls, Americari8 have con- 
sistently indicated a high level of acceptance for such 
a procedure. : 

-..It would be an exercise in self-deception to ignore 
the fact that many people feel this way. This feeling 
is no doubt bolstered by, as well as reflected in, the 
ethical arguments for selective abortion. John C. 
Fletcher, writing in the Enclyclopedia of Bioethics (p. 
1339), summarizes the main arguments for prenatal 
diagnosis and selective abortion as: “(1) the obliga- 
tion to reduce or prevent suffering for the affected 


family, the fetus in question, and society,and (2) the _ 


obligation to prevent genetic disease and its impact 
on future generations in the absence of successful 
genetic therapies.” 


Writing on the same topic, Aubrey Milunsky felt 
obliged to clarify: ‘‘The term ‘prevention’ is used 
here to refer to the choice of abortion in case of a 
positive diagnosis but with the observation that if 
more diseases are treatable in utero a practical 


alternative to abortion will be presented to parents 
whose choices are now limited to abortion to pre- 
vent disease” (Encyclopedia of Bioethics, p. 1333). 


Suffering and disease are realities very few people 


-prefer on an opinion poll. 


Some writers appeal to the language of rights and 
assert a “right” to be born healthy and a “right” not 
to be born. But these are slogans, not serious ethical 
arguments. They do, however, enter the conscious- 
ness of the public, a public caught up with asserting 
individual rights, albeit in a selective manner. Conse- 
quently, under the rubric of reduced suffering and 
disease prevention there is a certain measure of sup- 
port for the destruction of unborn children found to 
have specific genetic defects. More sweepingly, ethi- 
cist Joseph Fletcher considers it.an “ethical principle 
that any unwanted pregnancy should be considered a 
disease” (‘Prenatal Diagnosis,” Enclclopedia of 
Biocthics, p. 1342). 


There is then a conjunction of technologies that 
can detect with increasing accuracy the genetic de- 
fect victim, a jurisprudence that looks ever more dili- 
gently at the unborn, but not with the intention of 


* protection, and a social mindset that accepts abortion 


because it is the mother’s choice, but accepts no re- 
sponsibility for the baby’s choice. 


What then must the Church do in the face of this 
trend toward eliminating genetic disease by elimi- 
nating the diseased? How should the Church re- 
spond to the prophetic voices that sometimes stri- 
dently and sometimes unjustly point an accusing 
finger at participants in the field of genetic medi- 
cine? 


First, the Church must affirm those dedicated sci- 
entists and their collaborators who pursue the cure 
and care for victims of genetic defects. 


No opportunity should be missed to inculcate into 
diocesan and parish Respect Life efforts programs for 
and with handicapped persons. It is in this context 
that the proclamation of the unique dignity of the 
handicapped unborn will take on credibility. 


Today, many needs of handicapped people, thzir 
parents and their families are not being met by insti- 
tutions and social agencies. The Church has a power- 
ful role to play in education, in advocacy, and in pas- 
toral care. 


The spititual strength that the Church can bring to 
those parents who are told that their child has a 
genetic defect will only be mediated by sensitive min- 
isters, clerical and lay, who are present to the couple. 


When abortion was transformed into. a private 
choice in American law, the unborn child possess- 
ing a genetic defect became totally vulnerable. 
Doctors, genetic experts, and religious counselors 
who can witness to the God-given dignity of each 
child must certainly do so. By supporting the 
mother in her hour of trauma, they can strengthen 
the baby’s first line of defense. 


A Human Life Amendment restoring protection for 
the unborn child will change the legal situation. But 
the Church, true to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, must 
continue to press society to care for its most vulnera- 
ble members. : 


During the past decade, dialogue of participants in 


‘the field of genetic medicine with persons and agen- 


cies concerned that such efforts are overshadowed by 
the practice of eugenic abortion, have produced some 
positive developments. Such dialogue must continue 
as we strive to assure greater support and acceptance 
of the handicapped child. 


BISHOP RENE H.GRACIDA . 
Bishop Gracida is the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee. 

“T do not hesitate to proclaim before 


you and before the world that all ° 


human life - from the moment of con; 
ception and through all subsequent 
stages - is sacred, because human life is 
created in the image and likeness of 
God. Nothing surpasses the greatness 
or dignity of a human person.” With 
those words Pope John Paul II chal- 
lenged all Americans to examine their 
attitudes toward human life. Spoken in 
the contest of his homily in the Mass 
on the Mall on October 7, 1979, in 
Washington, D.C., the Holy Father’s 
words were heard throughout the na- 


tion. It was easy enough for all who’ 


heard the Pope to think of the great 
tragedy which the current situation of 
abortion-on-demand has brought to 
our land, and that abortion was upper- 
most in the mind of Pope John Paul is 
clear from the many direct: and indirect 
references to abortion in his homily. 
Equally clear is the Pope’s intention 
to call us to defend all human life, not 
only the life of the unborn. “All human 
beings ought to value every person for 
his or her uniqueness as a creature of 


God, called to be a brother or sister of- 


Christ by reason of the Incarnation and 


. the universal Redemption. For us, the 


sacredness of human life is based on 
these premises. And it is on these same 
premises that there is based our cele- 
bration of life — all human life. This 
explains our efforts to defend human 


life against every influence or action - 


that threatens or weakens it, as well as 
our éndeavors to make every life more 


human in all its aspects.” But it was in. 


the concluding paragraphs of his homi- 
ly that the Holy Father touched on an 
aspect of the sacredness of all human 
life which raised in the minds of many 
the question of the appropriateness of 
capital punishment as an instrument of 
public policy for a modern state. The 


Pope declared: “Much remains to be — 


done to support those whose lives are 
wounded and to restore hope to those 
who are afraid of life. Courage is need- 
ed to resist pressures and false slogans, 
to proclaim the supreme dignity of all 
life, and to demand that society itself 
give its protection. A distinguished 
American, Thomas Jefferson, once 
stated: “The care of human life and 
happiness and not their destruction is 


Respect Life! 
Capital Punishment and Respect for Life fe 


~ the just and only legitimate object of 


good government (March 31, 1980).” 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
IN AMERICA 

It was perhaps no mere coincidence 
that just twelve years before the Amer- 
ican Revolution the modern debate on 
capital punishment was opened by a 
young Italian, Cesare Beccaria, with 
his essay published in 1764 entitled Of 
Crimes and Punishment. On the basis 
of his own theory of society, Beccaria 
rejected the state’s right to take a citi- 
zen’s life. Far more influential, howev- 
er, was his critique of the death penalty 
as cruel, unreasonable, and ineffective. 
Within two yéars his essay had been 


translated into,French and had become . 


known throughout Europe. Beccaria 
merits the title of “Father of Modern 
Penal Reform.” He is the originator of 
the now famous dictum “It is not the 
severity of punishment which deters 
crime, but rather the certainty of pun- 
ishment.” f 

By 1776 a movement to limit or abol- 
ish ‘the death penalty was underway. 
The movement was accelerated by 
Christians and humanists following 
publication of Beccaria’s essay.. The 
law of the American colonies never uti- 
lized the death penalty as extensively 
as did the law of England. William 
Penn’s “Great Act” of 1682 restricted 
the penalty of death in his colony to 


murder and treason. In the eighteenth 


century, however, partly because _of 
pressure from the English crown, Penn- 


sylvania and the American colonies 


generally punished with death such 
crimes as treason, murder, piracy, ar- 
son, rape, robbery, burglary, and sodo- 
my. 

After independence from England 
had been gained, however, Pennsylva- 
nia was one of the first states in which 
a significant movement against the 
death penalty developed. And in 1794 
Pennsylvania ended the death penalty 
except for first degree murder. It was in 
this law that the now familiar Ameri- 
can distinction between degrees of 
murder was made for the first time. 


THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE 
In defending innotent human life 
against legalized injustice, many have 
come to a more intense appreciation of 
the value of human life as such, 
whether innocent or guilty, and have 
also focused their attention upon the 
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BEHIND BARS — On the basis of the inability of our penal system and our justice mis 
system to mete out punishment fairly and equitably, the article states, itseems __ Spe 


that if the death penalty cannot be imposed and executed fairly, then it should be 


abolished. 


requirements of justice and the crimi- 
nal law. 

The result. has been that in recent 
years certain Catholic thinkers, in fi- 
delity to the Church’s teaching office 
and in dedication to the value of 
human life and just law, have argued 
that use of the death penalty is itself a 
morally unjustifiable attack upon 
human life. They deny to political soci- 
ety any special dominion over human 
life and maintain that the good end of 
just punishment does not justify the 
bad means of killing a person. 


- SUMMARY 


One thing is certain. This matter 
cannot be settled solely by an examina- 
tion of sacred scripture. Whether or not 
the Catholic Church is irrevocably 
committed to the position that the use 
of the death openalty is morally justifi- 
able—and to to her positions included 


in her received moral teaching from the » 


past — can be determined only if the 
teaching of the Church through the 
ages is taken fully into account. More- 
over, the’ judgement of the kind of as- 
sent due to any teaching received in 
the Church is not the function of indi- 


dence concerning the inability of our 


vidual conscience or private opinion feces 
based upon theological scholarship. Wh 
The teaching of the Church binds the 
consciences of Catholics and is the cri- 
terion against which theological opin- 

ions must be measured. The judgement  - 
of the kind of assent due to any 
received teaching must be made by the 
teaching office of the Church. 


In summary, it is possible to concede 
the theoretical possibility that the use 
of the death penalty is in principle 
morally unjustifiable and that Catholic 


‘teaching might eventually develop in 


such a way as to make clear that this is 
the case. If the use of the death penalty | 
cannot be shown to be absolutely nec- 


‘essary to protect society and to deter 


potential criminals, and many do not 

believe that it can be shown to be abso- 

lutely necessary for achieving these : 
ends, then the use of this penalty in the _ 
United States today is morally unjusti- 

fied. Further, on the basis of all the evi- 


penal system and our judicial system to 
mete out punishment fairly and equita- 
bly, it seems that if the death penalty 
cannot be imposed and executed fairly, 
then it should be abolished. — 


Synod of Bishops | opens 
with papal call to save — 
fundamental values 


VATICAN CITY (NC)—Pope John 


Paul Il and 216 synod members 


opened the 1980 world Synod of 


‘Bishops Friday, Sept. 26, with a 


solemn concelebrated Mass in the 
Sistine Chapel. 


- “The role of each Christian family i is 


_ to guard and preserve the fundamen- 


tal values,” the pope said in his homily 
on the synod theme, “The Role of the 
Christian Family in the World of 


Today.” 


TO FULFILL that role, he added, “is 
to guard and preserve humanity 


‘ itself.” ; 
Surrounded by the Renaissance 


splendor of the Sistine Chapel, seated 
before Michelangelo's “Last Judg- 
ment” and facing a sea of bishops and 
cardinals robed in red and purple, 
Pope John Paul called the family the 
basic focus of the Church's mission of 


_ preaching and teaching the Gospel. 


“The family is the fundamental 
object of the Church’s evangelization 
and catechesis (religious education), 
but it is also the necessary subject for 
which nothing else can be substi- 
tuted: the creative subject,” the 
pontiff said. 


HE SAID THAT the family must “be 
conscious of the mission of the 
Church and of its participation in this 
mission.” 


“The present synod’s job is to show 
all the families their particular role in 
the mission of the Church,” he added. 

The synod is expected to deal witha 
wide range of problems, religious, 


economic, political, and social, that © 
_ affect family life today. 


‘BUT THE POPE in his homily cast 
the synod’s approach first and 
foremost in the realm of the spiritual. 


“The word of God, announced in 


today’s liturgy,” he said, “describes 
the duties which it is fitting that we 
propose to Christian families in the 
Church and the modern world: 


—‘“Consciousness of one’s own 
mission, which comes from the saving 
mission of Christ and is fulfilled as a 
special service; 


— “This consciousness is fed by the 
word of the living God and by the 


~ power of Christ's sacrifice. In this way 


Why buy substitutes 
when you can buy the best at.. 


SAUSAGE 


MISSION HILLS 
811 W: Washington St. 
Tues. thru Sat. 9-6 
297-4301 


the testimony of life is developed; 


-capable. of forming the life of others 


and of sanctifying others in truth; 


—“From this consciousness flows 
the good which alone ‘ preserves from 
the evil one.”” 


The nearly two-hour Mass was 
completely in Latin, as is customary 
for international gatherings of 
cardinals and bishops at the Vatican. 
The pope distributed Communion to 
synod participants, including the 
auditors and experts who were 
present. 


One of the auditors, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, arrived about half an hour 
before the 10 a.m. Mass. She sat 
quietly near the back in her familiar 
blue-trimmed white sari, praying the 
rosary until Mass began. 


ONE OF THE PRAYERS of the 
Faithful was “for all- Christian 
husbands and wives, that their love for 
each other will always increase, that 


_they will accept the children God 


grants them and bring them up 
according to the Gospel.” 


Another was “for broken families" 


and ‘those facing the danger of 
separation.” It-asked that they “be 
renewed by the grace-of matrimony 
and together with their children 
regain joy and one love for each 
other.” 

THE BREAK-UP of marriage and 
family life, particularly in the 
developed world, is one of the major 
problems facing the synod. 
- The Mass ended a few minutes 
before noon with the Sistine Choir and 
the congregation alternately singing 
verses of the “Veni Creator Spiritus” 
(Come, Holy Spirit) to ask the Holy 
Spirit's help in the synod. 

The first synod session was 
scheduled for the afternoon in the 


modern synod hall above the Paul VI 


Audience Hall. 


A TENTATIVE calendar of the Synod 
of Bishops calls for its final session to 
be Saturday, Oct. 25. However, 
because of the work load, it is 
generally believed the synod will 
actually end Wednesday, Oct. 29. 
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CHURCH IN CHINA—A procession of 27 bishops and 100 priests 
precedes the opening Mass of the Whitsunday Synod in Peking last July. 
The synod was officially called the “Meeting of the Representatives of the 
Chinese Catholic Church.” The photo has only now been made available to 
the media in the United States. A Chinese priest, Father Peter Hsiang, now . 
associate pastor at Our Lady of Peace Church in New Providence, N.J., 
says the major obstacle between China and the Vatican is the continuing 
presence in Rome of an ambassador from Taiwan. (NC photo from KNA) 


Vice President Mondale praises 
work of Catholic Charities 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. (NC)—Vice 
President Walter Mondale praised the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Charities during its four-day 
convention in Rochester. 


He said Catholic Charities is the 
“epitome” of what he called the 
American nature—a spirit of giving. 
He assured the delegates that their 
concern for the family and the poor 


‘was Shared by the present ednrniste: 


tion. 


PRESIDENTIAL candidate Ronald. 
_ Reagan was invited to address the 


group but declined, said Maurice 


‘Tierney, director of the host group, 


Rochester Catholic Charities. 


Mondale, in his Rochester visit, 
seldom mentioned the challenging 
candidate by name, choosing to 
stress what he called President 
Carter's commitment to employment, 
world peace, and the integrity of the 
family. On the latter, Mondale cited 


Fatima Devotions: 


First Saturday of every 
month after the 12:07 noon 
Mass at St. Joseph Cathe- 
dral followed by Holy Hour. 
Join the Blue Army of 
Our Lady of Fatima 
WRITE: The Blue Army 


P.0. Box 403 
San Diego, CA 92104 


Phone: 440-0133 


his admiration for Catholic Charities’ 
service to families and childen.. 
Mondale emphasized that ultimately 
the economy is having theworst effect 
on the structure of the family. 


Mondalé was the fourth of the major 
speakers to address the convention, 
which drew more than 1;600 to 
Rochester beginning Sept. 20. 

THE 66TH MEETING of the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities, it 
was also the 10th biennial meeting of 
the Association of the Ladies of 
Charity in the United States. In. 
addition to the vice president, the 
speakers’ roster included Auxiliary 
Bishop John McCarthy of Galveston- 
Houston; Hazel Henderson, a futurist, 
ae Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D- 
N.Y.) 


Father Douglas Regin, Catholic 
Community Services director for the 
Diocese of San Diego, also attended. 


R.E. Riling pune 


PLUMBING CONTRACTOR 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing 
Clem G. Berrill 

3371 Adams Ave. 


6, 


SERVICE 
GUARANTEE 


3 ee, 


.) 
ay 


' | San Diego 282-8172 


Enjoy More—Pay Less 
Downtown SAN DIEGO 


PICKWICK 
HOTEL 


@ 250 NEWLY REDECORATED ROOMS 
@ ACROSS FROM CONVENTION CENTER 


@ DINNER ROOM— COFFEE SHOP — 
LOUNGE 


@ COCKTAIL LOUNGES 
@ BUS DEPOT IN SAME BUILDING 
@ 5 BLOCKS FROM RAILWAY 
@ 2 MILES FROM AIRPORT 
@ 8 BLOCKS FROM DOCKS 
@ DRIVE-IN GARAGE FREE TO GUESTS 
@ SPECIAL WEEKLY & FAMILY 
RATES 


@ TOURS & EXCURSIONS 


@ ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
ACCEPTED 
For reservations: 
Write Mar., Pickwick Hotel 
132 W. Broadway, San Diego 
Or phone collect: (714) 234-0141 


COLOR TV 
FROM 
TEN DOLLARS 
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BISHOP ON A BULL HORN— Bishop Thomas J. Welsh of Arlington, Va., 
‘speaks to a crowd of abortion protesters at an ecumenical prayer service 
at a Northern Virginia abortion clinic. Joining the bishop were Episcopal, 
Methodist, and Baptist ministers. (NC photo) 


Legion of Mary visits 7,200 homes 


PHILADELPHIA (NC)—Visits by 
more than 120 Legion of Mary 
members from four states and 
Canada to more than 7,200 homes in 
Holy Child parish in Philadelphia in a 
two-week. period this summer found 
225 non-Catholics interested in 
taking instructions in the Catholic 
faith. 


The visits, which resulted in more 
than 3,800 personal conta@fs, also 
found 265 non-Catholics who were 
receptive to further home visits by 
parish representatives and almost 


100 inactive Catholics who expressed 
interest in resuming the practice of 
their faith. 


The visits, by Legion members from 
Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Canada, were part 
of the Legion’s annual vacation 
apostolate program. Founded in 
Dublin, Ireland, in 1921, the Legion of 


Mary, one of the largest lay 


organizations in the Church, 
combines weekly prayer meetings 
with weekly performance of assigned 
apostolic activities, such as visits to 
the sick and elderly. 


EVANGELIZATION DAY 


Sponsored by the diocesan 
Office of Evangelization and Adult Education 


Saturday, October 18 
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
University High School 
5961 Linda Vista Rd. 


— Twenty workshops presented offering 
practical ways to implement evangelization 


at the parish level. 


— Includes Eucharistic Liturgy, concelebrated 
by Bishops Leo T. Maher and Gilbert E 
- Chavez, with Father Frank Ponce as homilist. 
— Pre-registration advised. Limited 


enrollment. 


For further information call the Office of 
Evangelization and Adult Education 
at 297-7117. — 
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world & national 


In El Salvador 


Leftist groups occupy churches 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(NC) —As peasants, leftist groups, 
and priests occupied several church 
buildings including the nunciature to 
protest the political violence in El 
Salvador, Bishop Arturo Rivera 
Damas criticized guerrillas and the 
government. 


The bishop, head of the. rural 
Diocese of Santiago de Maria, was 
named apostolic administrator of San 
Salvador after the assassination in 
March of Archbishop Oscar Romero. 


BISHOP RIVERA DAMAS said the 
present course followed by the 
government was retrogressive in 
relation to the populist reforms 
promised by the military officers who 
ae to power in a coup in October 


Since the coup the junta has 
“veered to the right,” he said. ~ 


The bishop spoke as reports from 
Santa Lucia in Zacatecoluca said 10 


_persons were killed when soldiers 


dislodged from the local church 30 
members of the Revolutionary 
Democratic Front who occupied the 
church to protest what they termed 
government repression. 


FRONT MEMBERS also had 
occupied other churches including 
several:in the capital of San Salvador, 
about 20, schools, and the San 
Salvador office of the Organization of 
American States (OAS). 


The bishops expressed displeasure 
at the occupation of church buildings 
and the raids by soldiers to dislodge 


FREE. 


INFORMATION 
ON HOW TO 
PREPARE 
YOUR WILL 


Everyone should have a will— 


this is an exercise of good- 


Christian Stewardship — good 
management of our lives includ- 
ing what we have when we are 
Called from this life. 


How sad when there is no will 


and public authority takes over. 
There are real advantages in. 


preparing your will without delay. 


Let Father Kraft, Diocese of San 
Diego, help you with a free no- 
obligation booklet on preparing 
your will. Simply fill out and mail 
the coupon below or call Father 
Kraft at. (714) 232-2812. 


Father William Kraft 
Diocese of San Diego 
P.O: Box 24 

San Diego, CA 92112 - 


Dear Father Kraft: 


the protesters, and he warned against _ 


the profanation of sacred places. 


Pope John Paul II recently received 
Foreign Minister Fidel Chavez Mena of 


El Salvador, but as with other private — 


papal meetings, the Vatican. Press 
Office said nothing of the subjects 
discussed. 


THE OCCUPATIONS coincided with - 


the escalation of violence in the latter 
part of September. 


The main ee pits leftist 
guerrillas against rightwing groups 
and government security forces. — 


The increased violence followed a ~ 


government reorganization after 


reported dissent among army officers - 
on methods of curbing anti- 
- government activities and carrying 


out promised reforms. 


ABOUT 5,400 persons have been 
killed since January as a result of 
political strife, Church sources say. 


Bishop Rivera Damas condemned ~~ 


terrorist attacks but also asked the 
government to stop violations of 
human rights and widespread 


. corruption. 


“The escalation seems to show the 
will of the (leftist) groups to fight to the 
last Consequences and capture by 
arms political power’ disregarding 
the support of the people. 


“THEIR (terrorist) acts are earning 
them sclen by many Ger, "he 
added. ~ 


Father William Kraft 
Diocesan Director of Planned Giving 


Diocese of 
San Diego 


100280 


Call: (714) 232-2812 


Yes, | am interested. Please send me your information booklet, God’s 
. Will is Not Subject to Probate... But Yours Is. | understand | am under 


no obligation. y 
Your Name ax 


Address 
City 


Tel. 


State__-___ Zip Code* 
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All Hallows Academy 


Students formally open 
school with family liturgy 


LA JOLLA—AII Hallows Academy 
recently marked the formal opening 


of the new school year with a special - 


liturgy. The Mass was planned by the 
student council, and included 
participation by not only the students 
but-also parents. * 


Each stuaent prepared a link for a 
chain that encircled eight banners 
representing each of the grades in the 
school. The link bore the names of 
each student's family and a_ brief 
description of the family’s traditions. 

Explaining the theme of the liturgy, 
Adrian Dominican Sister Kathleen 
Clausen, All Hallows principal, said, 


“The members of the All Hallows. 


community (students and parents) 


‘joined together to celebrate their 


identity as individuals, as members of 


~— Heaven 
offer 


families, as members of. the school 
community, and as a significant part 
of the tradition of Catholic schools in 
the U.S.” 


Taking part in the pecan 
procession were representatives of 
the Diocese of San Diego, the parents- 


teachers guild, parish board, faculty, - 


priests, and students. As in other 
parts of the Mass, this grouping 
represented. All Hallows’ “oneness 
with all people everywhere who have 
chosen to make Catholic education a 
valuable, life-giving tradition,” said 
Sister Kathleen. . 

All Hallows Academy is the parish 
school of All Hallows Church, 6602 La 


. Jolla Scenic Dr. Msgr. Edward 


Creighton serves the community as 
pastor. 


schools & youth 


BANNERS OF WELCOME—AIll Hallows Academy students display 
banners representing each grade in the school, which carry messages of 
welcome to students and parents who participated in the school’s formal 
opening of school liturgy. (Photo by David Matt Green) 
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~ Save up to $3. 25 on Knott’s Unlimited Use Ticket.” 


‘Knott's Catholic School Days 
Nov.1&2 


Just use the coupon below to buy your ticket by 
mail (your mail order must be post-marked on or 
before Oct. 24, 1980) or bring your coupon tov 
Knott's Guest Relations Window on or before Oct. 
31, 1980 for this special pre-sale price. That’s only 
$5.50 for admission to the park and a chance to 
tide all the rides— including Knott's Wacky Soap 
Box Racers —as many times as you want. 


Catholic School Day hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
. Knott’s Berry Farm, 8039 Beach Bivd., Buena Park, CA 90620 (714) 827-1776 


Please send 


Name 
Address 


City. 


~------------ --- == = 5 


Knott's Berry Farm in the amount of: $ 


Knott's Catholic School Days 


November 1 & 2, 1980 | 
Catholic School Day hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. . 
! have enclosed my check or money order payable to 


Amount Enclosed 


at $5.50 each. 


Quantity of Tickets 


IMPORTANT: ENCLOSE SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 
Mail tickets to: (Please print) 


State st ee aD 


Your daytime phone no. ( vues) 


Or, you can save $2.25 (on regular adult un- 
limited use ticket) if you buy your ticket for $6.50 on 
Nov. 1 or 2 by merely presenting the coupon below 
at Knott's Guest Relations Window. 

Groups of 20 or more may make phone reserva- 
tions by calling Knott's Day Group Office (714) 
827-1776 ext. 574, no less than two working days in 
advance of the group's visit. 


*Except Pan for Gold, Shootin’ Gallery, Arcade Games, Rowboats. 


Ticket good for one of the above dates only... 
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Mail order (with self- 
addressed stamped ott r 9 


envelope) to: 


Attn: Catholic School Days. 
8039 Beach Blvd., Buena Park, CA 90620 
(714) 827-1776 


Price includes Main Gate Ad- 
mission and unlimited use of all 
Knott's ticketed rides and attrac- 


tions except Shootin’ Gallery, 
Pan for Gold, Arcade Games 
and Rowboats. 


Mail order deadline October 24, 1980, to save up 
to $3.25 or present this coupon at Knott's Guest 
Relations Window on November 1 or 2, 1980, p 
save $2.25. Only one coupon is necessa 

group. These special discounts are ava lable 
only when you use this coupon. 
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gin’ wierd table 


“Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television” 


Oct. 5, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Hal Tindall 


ES ATA ET TARE, 
EDUCATION 


Diocesan Department of Family Life 
sponsors training workshop for its 
Evenings for the Engaged program Oct. 
25, Our Mother of Confidence parish hall, 
San Diego. Registration before Oct. 10 
required. Call Marilyn Halvorsen, 231- 
2828. 


Sacred Heart School in Garonads will 
have a religious education workshop 
presented by Our Sunday Visitor, 1-4 p.m. 
Oct. 3. Details: 435-5838. 

Our Lady of Refuge Church sponsors 
family faith enrichment program for 
grades 1-6 and their parents starting 
Sunday, Oct. 5, at 11 a.m. Details: 224- 
9789 or 222-9304. 


St. Patrick Church, San Diego, scripture 


.’ PIANO LESSONS 
and tuning 


Liturgical Music Workshops 
DAVID YANTIS 
479-3800 


class by Father Jerome Bevilacqua, OSA, 
7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 6. Details: 271- 


1675. 


“Sports Photography’ course at 
University of San Diego, 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
every Thursday through Nov. 13, Camino 
Hall, room 112, with $45 fee. 


University of San Diego wine tasting 
seminar Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. through 
Oct. 29, DeSales Hall. Course in modern 
stained glass techniques Wednesdays 7- 
9:30 p.m. through Nov. 26, room 139, 
Camino Hall. Details for both: 293-4585. 


FIESTAS 


St. Elizabeth Seton parish community 
holds first bingo games and annual 
Oktoberfest Sunday, Oct. 5, with bingo 1-5 
p.m. Regular Monday night bingo starts 


Oct. 6, from 7:30 p.m., 6628 Santa Isabel’ 


St., Rancho La Costa. 


St. Michael Church fall festival, 2615 
Homedale St., San Diego, Friday, 
ee fo fale Sunday, Oct. 10-12. Details: 
479-1596. 


St. Mary Magdalene parish celebrates 
International Year of the Family with fiesta 
Oct. 12 on school grounds, 1940 Illion St., 
San Diego. 


Holy Spirit parish. holds annual 
“Western Days” on school grounds, 55th 
St. and College Grove Way, San Diego, Oct. 
3-5. Turkey dinner Sunday, Oct. 5, from 1- 
7 p.m. Details: 262-0063. 


San Diego County Ecumenical 
Conference holds annual Folk Faire, Oct. 
11-12, at Scottish Rite Center, Mission 
Valley. Donation: $1.50 adults, 75 cents 
children. 


HEILBRON’S 


Plumbing and Heating Contracting 
Established 1902 —Over 70 Years of Service 


F.A. HEILBRON & SON 
RELIABLE REPAIR SERVICE 


234-0168 1446 5th Avenue 


Advertise your parish bingo schedule 
in the Southern Cross! Call 298-7713. 


BINGO SCHEDULE 


ST. DIDACUS 

SCHOOL HALL 

4630 34th St., San Diego 

Thurs. 7-10 p.m.; Early Bird 6:30 p.m. 
Lic. #666 "TFN 


ST. PATRICK 

PARISH 

3585 30th St., San Diego 
Wed. 7-10 p.m. 

Lic. #624 


HOLY ANGELS (Byzantine Catholic) 
SOCIAL HALL 

2235 Galahad Rd., Serra Mesa 
Tues. 7-10 p.m.; Early Bird 6:45 p.m. 
Lic. #694 TFN 


HOLY FAMILY 
CHURCH HALL 


Corner of Tait and Ulric Sts., San Diego 


Tues., 6:30 p.m. 
Lic. #618 9/24 


St. Rita parish community bazaar Oct. 
11-12, corner of Euclid and Churchward 
Aves., San Diego. Details: 461-2056. 


LITURGIES 


The Immaculata, Alcala Park, holds 
Eucharistic Holy Hour, 7:30 p.m. first 
Friday, Oct. 3, includes Adoration and 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 


Catholic Alumni Club of San Diego holds 
first Friday Mass, 5:30 p.m. Oct. 3, Sacred 
Heart. Church, Ocean Beach. Dinner 
A de at Consuelos, 2253 Sunset Cliffs 

lvd 


Mary, Star of the Sea Church, La Jolla, 
Mass and healing service with: Father 
Jerome Bevilacqua, OSA, 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 7. Details: 271-1675. 


The Patrons, ‘Catholic singles group, 
sponsors corporate Mass, 10 a.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 5, Mission San Diego de Alcala, 
followed by brunch at La Casa del Patron, 
10415 San Diego Mission Rd. Reserva- 
tions: 583-3464. Also Sunday Bible study 


at a member's home. Details: 295-2745. . 


Catholic Deaf Circle of San Diego 
diocese holds sign language Mass, 10:30 
a.m. Oct. 5, president’s board room, 
University of San Diego campus, Alcala 
Park, followed by potluck. Interpreted 
Masses every Sunday at St. Rose of Lima, 
Chula Vista, at 8:45 a.m. and Our Lady of 
Grace, El Cajon, 9 a.m. 


San Luis Rey Mission healing Mass, 7:30. 


p.m. Oct. 7, with Father Ralph Weishaar, 
OFM, sponsored by Diocesan Charismatic 
Renewal Center. Center also sponsors a 
nine-week series on Communicating the 
Word of God with Father John Bertolucci of 
Little Falls, N.Y., starting Oct. 8 with 
presentations at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
at 7654 Herschel St., La Jolla. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


USD Auxiliary Fashion Show, “Choice 
’80,” 11:30 a.m. Oct. 9, Town and Country 
Convention Center, Mission Valley. 
Tickets $18 a person. Reservations: 224- 
1579, 223-1333. 


St. Martin's Woman's Club sponsors bis 
tour to John Davidson TV show, Wayfarer’s 
Chapel and other visits on Tuesday, Oct. 7. 
Details: 466-5587. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
' NO. 80 13561 


The following persons are doing business as: 
CLEAN AND BRITE SERVICE 
4822 Mt. Etna Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92117 
. ROBERT A. ROSKAMP 
1467 Gowin St. 
Spring Valley, CA 92077 
ROSEMARY D. BURNS 
4822 Mt. Edna Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92117 # 
GERALD WERDAL 
1908 Edgemont 
San Diego, CA 
This business is conducted by a general partnership. 
/s/ROSEMARY D. BURNS 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of San Diego 
County on August 18, 1980. 
S€: 9/25, 10/2-9-16, 1980 
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Bishop Leo T. Maher: 


Sunday, Oct. 5, 5:30 p.m., Sheraton 
Harbor Island Hotel, banquet - honoring 
bishops of San Diego diocese by Hispanic 
Catholic community with report on 
Hispanic activities. 

Father Daniel Dillabough 
Secretary 


Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez: 


Saturday, Oct. 4, 7 p.m., Our Lady of - 


Angels Church, San Diego, Mass for the 
Third Order Secular of St. Francis. 

Sunday, Oct. 5, 5:30 p.m., Sheraton 
Harbor Island Hotel, banquet honoring 
bishops of San Diego: diocese by Hispanic 
Catholic community with report on 
Hispanic activities. 


Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, 
Oceanside Deanery, luncheon-meeting 
Oct. 8 following 11 a.m: Mass at 
Resurrection Church, 1445 Conway St., 
Escondido. Details: 729-3449. 


Right to Life Council of San Diego 
County annual dinner, 6:30 p.m., Oct. 4, 
Cafe del Rey Moro in Balboa Park. Speaker 
John Mackey of Washington! legal counsel 
for the Ad Hoc Committee in Defense of 
Life. 


RUMMAGE SALES 


Bayside Settlement House rummage 
sale, Monday, Oct. 6, at 1725 Union St., 
San. Diego. 


Holy. Family Altar and Rosary Society 


rummage sale, Oct. 4, at Holy Family - 
parish hall, Ulric and Tait Sts., San Diego. 


Correction 
In last week's Southerri Cross (Sept. 25) 


it was‘: mistakenly reported that the. 


Catholic Community Services had 
scheduled two subregional meetings in 
preparation for the forthcoming State 
Conference on Aging. 


These subregional meetings are, in fact, 


being sponsored by the Area Agency on- 


Aging of San Diego. 


We sincerely regret any inconvenience 


BE our error. 


Bingo King @ Bingo Boy 
SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT 


Showroom and 
Warehouse 
24-Hour Delivery 


WESTERN GIFT DISTRIBUTORS 
1156 Morena Bivd. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
M-F 9 to 5, Sat. 9 to 1 
(714) 276-0360 


(fact reer ea 


WIN A TRIP TO HAWAII AT 
ST. PATRICK’S 


COUNTRY FAIR 


2 Big Days 


Sat. & Sun., Oct. 11 & 12 
Noon ‘til 9:00 p.m. 


Parish Grounds, 3585 30th St., North Park 
FREE ADMISSION 


Games — BINGO — Booths — Food — Refreshments — Square Dancing 
Variety Entertainment— Dunk Tank— PONY RIDES— CONTESTS 
Delicious Bar-B- Q Beef Dinner served Sunday, Noon ‘til ‘ p.m. 

Adults $4.00, Half Portions $2.25 
PROCEEDS FOR ST. PATRICK’S EDUCATION FUND 
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COME TO ST. JUDE'S SHRINE 


AT ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH | 
Bush and Steiner Street, San Francisco, Calif. 94115 


Monday, October 20-Tuesday, October 28 


MAKE THE 
SOLEMN NOVENA 


Services Daily—8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Mass, Short Sermon, Blessing with Relic of ST. JUDE 


Rev. John Victor Kane, 0. P. 
Preacher 


~ AMPLE PARKING—IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND, SEND US YOUR PETITION 


Buses No. 22 Fillmore St. and Sutter St.; 1 California; 2 Clement; 
3 Jackson; 4 Sutter: All stop within a block of the church. 


espanol 


Pastoral del Sefior Obispo sobre el Racismo 


‘El Sr. Obispo Leo T. Maher, en su pastoral emitida el 30 de septiembre, condena “el 
pecado del racismo” y “la postura racista del Ku Klux Klan.” 


_ Adn cuando el Ku Klux Klan permite que este pecado de racismo sea “anénimo,” “todos 
los miembros y aquellos que lo apoyan son responsables.” 


El texto completo de la carta sigue: 


Diocesan Office 
for Apostolic Ministry / Alcala Park 


30 de septiembre, 1980 
Amado Pueblo de Dios: 


iQué es lo que esta causando que nuestra sociedad se convierta en criadero de odio, 
del cual nace el racismo y el perverso mal que engendra la violencia? El Ku Klux Klan*ha 
lanzado sublevaciones tan alarmantes y violentas en nuestro pais que debo dirigirme a 
las causas que han servido de fundamento a estos graves problemas. La postura racista 
del Ku Klux Klan es conocida. Esta organizacién permite que la corrupcién sea anénima, 
pero todos sus miembros y aquellos que los apoyan son responsables en diferente grado. 
Todos de alguna manera son cémplices en el pecado del racismo. “La ausencia de falta 
personal por un mal no absuelve a uno de toda responsabilidad. Debemos resistir y 
corregir las injusticias que no hemos cometido a fin de que no seamos observadores que 
tacitamente autorizamos el mal y por lo tanto compartimos en el delito.” Urge que 
demos consideracién al pecado de racismo existente en esta localidad y reflexionemos 
sobre los medios para combatirlo. Insisto vehementemente que demos atencién especial 


‘ala condicién de.los trabajadores indocumentados y que todo esfuerzo sea hecho por 


remover el temor y el prejuicio del cual son victimas. 

En 1958 la Conferencia Catélica Nacional para el Bienestar Social public6é La 
Discriminaci6n y la Conciencia Cristiana; en 1968 la Conferencia Nacional de Obispos 
Catdélicos emitié su declaracién Crisis Nacional de las Razas. Mas recientemente en 1979 


escribimos Hermanos y Hermanas Nuestros: Pastoral de los Obispos de Estados Unidos 


sobre el.Racismo en Nuestro Dia. 

En estos documentos se enfatiz6 la naturaleza del prejuicio y el fanatismo que se 
esparce por todas partes en los corazones y las mentes del pueblo. El Ultimo documento 
enfocé en una forma particularmente virulenta del prejuicio, el racismo, 


Qué es el racismo? Es “el pecado que dice que algunos seres humanos son 
inherentemente superiores y otros esencialmente inferiores debido a su raza. Es el 
pecado que permite que las caracteristicas raciales sean factor determinante en el 
ejercicio de los derechos humanos. Se burla de las palabras de Jesus: ‘Sed con los demas 
como quisiérais que fuesen con vosotros... De hecho el racismo es mas que el desprecio 


de las palabras de Jestis, es el negar la verdad de la dignidad de cada ser humano , 


revelada en el misterio de la Encarnacion.” Es un cancer fundamental, radical, que 
carcome al coraz6n y a la mente, destruyendo a ambos con el odio. “El racismo es la 


” 


amenaza mas grave del hombre hacia el hombre — el maximo odio porla minima razon,” 


dijo Abraham Joshua Heshel. 


Es indudablemente un pecado. Y no solamente un pbeade shins otros muchos, “es el 
mal radical que divide a la familia LA fen y niega la creacién de un mundo redimido.” 


Classified ads 


El racismo existe en formas sutiles. La indiferencia tome el lugar del odio abierto en 
muchos instantes. Pero aqui en nuestra propia comunidad existe un odio crudoy radical. 
No es necesario mirar a otra parte. éQué encontraremos, si buscamos? Bramantes 
expresiones de racismo surgiendo de la ignorancia y el odio del pasado que estan 
renaciendo de nuevo en esa infame organizacién conocida como el Ku Klux Klan. 


A pesar de las repetidas advertencias de los Obispos de Estados Unidos, algunas 
gentes que se dicen ser catélicas defienden la causa del Klan. jQué tragedia! Otros que ~ 
simpatizan con el Klan tratan de justificar sus creencias con la Sagrada Escritura. Se 
olvidan que “la palabra de Dios en Genesis anuncia que todos los hombres y mujeres son 
creados en la imagen de Dios; no sélo algunas razas 0 tipos raciales sino todos llevan la 
marca del Creador y son vivificados por el aliento de Su Espiritu Gnico.” 


San Pabloen su carta a los Galatas hace la misma afirmaci6én cuando dice que en Cristo 
“Ya no hay judio ni griego; ya no hay esclavo ni libre; ya no hay varén ni hembra, pues 
todos vosotros sois uno en Cristo Jesus.” Nuestro Santo Padre el Papa Juan Pabloll 
nos dice que “Nuestro espiritu esta fijo en una direcci6n;, la Gnica direcciébn para nuestro 
intelecto, voluntad y coraz6n es — hacia Cristo nuestro Redentor, hacia Cristo el Redentor 


_de.(la humanidad).” (Redemptor Hominis, #7, 1979) 


Un pueblo indocto sobre la soberania de Dios, los Diez Mandamientos y la ética de 


~“Jestis, nunca podria haber desarrollado nuestra Carta Magna de Derechos, la 
-Declaraci6n de Independencia y la Constituci6n. No hay ningdn principio fundamental 


de nuestra politica democratica que no provenga directamente de los conceptos basicos 
de moral encontrados en el Decdlogo y en la ética de Jesus. El derecho a la vida, a la 
libertad y ala propiédad, la libertad de expresidn, la libertad de prensa, la libertad de culto 
y de asamblea, y otros derechos fundamentales no pueden ser sujectos al voto ni 
dependen del resultado de alguna eleccién. Pero el Ku Klux Klan pretende violar estos 
derechos con el prejuicio racial y la violencia. El Klan sofoca la libertad y el proceso 
democratico. Con la violencia que es casi endémica al Klan, impone sus planes. Tal 
violencia merece nuestra seria atencién ya que nosotros somos quienes tenemos que 
proteger y gozar nuestros derechos. El terrorismo y la violencia fomentados por el Ku Klux 
Klan causan graves injusticias y hacen gran dafio a los derechos personales basicos, asi 
como al bienestar comtin de la sociedad. . 


En la localidad su ataque desenfrenado en contra de las minorias y el trabajador 
indocumentado sin protecci6én, pone de manifiesto su violacién de los derechos 
humanos del hombre. Aborrecemos y condenamos estas acciones. 


“ Debemos sefalar al Klan y a aquellos que de alguna manera lo apoyan que el usodela 
fuerza incita a poner en movimiento las fuerzas opuestas, y esto genera un clima de lucha 
que abre el camino a situaciones de extrema violencia y abuso. Debemos ser un pueblo 
unido para eliminar la crianza de odio y violencia y fomentar nuevas aspiraciones y 
movimientos por la igualdad y la participaci6n, por la injusticia, el desarrollo y la paz, — 
siempre con la reverencia y el respeto debido a cada persona, especialmente a los 
oprimidos, olvidados, y a’ nuestros hermanos y hermanas que sufren. 


Hago un llamado a todo hombre y mujer, y en particular a los cat6licos de nuestra 
diécesis, a resistir vigorosamente y continuamente toda forma de prejuicio y en especial 
el racismo. “El pelear en su contra exige una transformaci6n igualmente radical en 
nuestras mentes y en nuestros corazones, asi como en la estructura de nuestra 
sociedad.” 


Sinceramente en Cristo, 
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FIND IT QUICKLY 


1— PERSONALS, NOTICES 


-WEEKDAY RETREATS are sched: 


uled for’ the fall at Old Mission 
San Luis Rey Retreat near Oceanside. 
Ideal for senior citizens, single, 
married. Will be conducted by Fr. 
Warren Rouse. Information/reser- 
vations: P.0. Box 409, San Luis 
Rey, CA 92068 or call (714) 757- 
3659. Early reservations advised. 


5 — BUSINESS SERVICES 


RICHARD G. BLUM, CPA. Tax 
and accounting service, financial 
planning. Call 292-0543. 


WILLS— $20. Leases, bills of sale, 
business, incorporations. Law Clinic, 
291-9605. 


SEWING MACHINE REPAIR. Clean, 
oil and- adjust any make (in your 
home). $9.95. 571-5850. 


GOT YA COVERED car covers. 
For information call 565-1526. 


FAST SERVICE, high quality print- 
ing. Xerox color copies. Bindery. 
Full service. COPY CENTER, 1403 


235-6255. 


6th Ave. Free parking. 235-8818, 


CHRISTIAN MAN needs work, paint- 
ing, hauling, tree removal, carpentry, 
handyman. Call Kenny 294-9007. 

eben ee 
HONEST, RELIABLE PAINTER, 
int.-ext., Licensed. Acoustical ceilings, 
wall paper. Free estimates. 24 hrs. 


270-5846. 


SEWING MACHINE REPAIR: Special 
for Southern Cross subscribers. Save 


$5.00 with this ad. Clean, oil, and | 


adjust top & bottom tensions. Regular 
$14.50. Only $9.50 to Southern Cross. 
Central Sewing Center, 3041 Univ. 
Ave., San Diego, 298-6681. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, 
Problem diagnoses, 120/240 volt 
installation. Custom wiring and 
lighting. Low prices. No job too small. 
Day or night — 7 days. 462-8494. Call 
Eric. 


BEARDSLEY FUNERAL HOME 
1818 Sunset Cliff Blvd., 223-8100. 


CLASSIFIED ADS GET RESULTS. 
MAIL YOURS IN TODAY! 


LANDSCAPING, BLOCK WALL, 
complete home remodeling, concrete 
work. Free estimates, reasonable 
prices. A Crisafulli-Licensed 
contractor. 465-4287. 


Need a ROOFER? 
Call J.P. WITHEROW 


297-4701 


Serving San Diego 43 years 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding Receptions and Lunch and 
Dinner parties. 284-8405. 


CUSTOM ALUMINUM 
SCREENS & DOORS 
Tension screens rewired any size. 
Rubber stamps. 280-7360 anytime. 


PREGNANT? 
NEED HELP? 


Make a Decision Both 
YOU AND YOUR BABY 
Can Live With 


PRO-LIFE HOTLINE 
583-LIFE 


Free Counseling 
Speakers, Study Rooms 


HARDY'S TREE SERVICE 
Economy tree work, hauling, and 
spraying. Fully licensed and insured. 
15 yrs. exp. Free estimates. Call today. 
278-2963. 


GOODBODY'S BLVD. CHAPEL 
: 5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING— 
Bath and Flea Dip for any dog $5.00 
while you wait. Complete. grooming 
and supplies also available. 
A DOG'S WORLD 
2324% 30th St., San Diego” 
280-4880 


7— INSTRUCTIONS & SCHOOLS 


PLAY GUITAR in 7 days. Now you 
can play a beautiful song in 
seven days with this 66-page proven 
method. Send $4.98 plus $1.35 p&h 
to WILDEY ENTERPRISES, 215 Deep 
Dell Rd., San Diego, CA 92114. 


SOUTHERN CROSS 
CLASSIFIED ADS PULL! 


PIANO AND ORGAN instruction: 
weekly lessons in the student's 
residence. Point Loma, Mission Hills, 
and neighboring areas. Darel F. 
Jungbluth, 224-4012. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: 


This adistorun 


5 sweeks. CJ] Amt, enclosed: 
MAIL TO: Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 


WILTON® CAKE DECORATING 


Classes. WILTON* tools, cake tops, 
books. Party Time Store, El Cajon. 
448-2252. 


11— SITUATIONS WANTED 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 


‘Needs hauling and tree work. T. 


Northcutt, 277-6484. 


22— WANT T0 BUY 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount 


prices. ABC PIANO, 2903 EI Cajon 
Blvd., San Diego. 281-3717. 


Telephone: 298-7713 


I 
{ 
| 
PHONG 28 
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23— FOR SALE 


1979 SINGER Zigzag sewing 
machine. Make buttonholes, stretch 
stitches, sews on buttons, over- 
casts, blindhem decorative designs, 
etc. Guaranteed full return price 
$88.50. Terms available. 298-6681. 


79— AUTO PARTS & SERVICE 


A TO. Z AUTO CLINIC 
Tune ups, engines overhauled, 
brakes, rebuilt motors, electrical 
works, transmissions, valve jobs. A. 
he il 5468, El Cajon Bivd., 286- 


To Run Your Southern Cross Classified Ad... 


..Print or type your ad on the lines below or on a separate sheet. We guarantee 33 letters, 

characters, or spaces per line. Please send your check for $1 per line. There is a $3 minimum 

- charge per week. Box numbers are available for $2, with postage extra if mailed. Deadline for 

all new classifieds, cancellations, and corrections to be received at the Southern 
Cross office is 12 noon on the Friday preceding the next Thursday issue. 


. C1) Please bill me. 
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San Diego native served in bush country 


Medical missionary takes final vows for sisterhood 


By Martha Boutwell Garvin 

Sister Marlene Long took her final 
vows as a Franciscan Missionary of 
Mary on Sunday, Sept. 14, in St. Rita 
Church, Valencia Park, San Diego. 

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
DelMar Long, Sister Marlene: made 
her decision to enter religious life at 


the age of seven. “When | was . 


baptized, | decided to give my life to 
Christ and become a missionary,” she 
stated. - 


“EACH MUST witness Christ’s love 
according to his or her own gifts,” 
continued Sister Marlene, who is now 
a medical missionary. 


Celebrants of the profession liturgy 
included Father J. Alfred Richard, WF, 
of Los Angeles, representing the 
Missionary Fathers. of Africa, Father 
Joseph Carroll and Father Dionisio 
Macalintal. Members of the St. Rita 
Gospel Choir performed. 

Also participating in the liturgy were 
Sisters of the Franciscan Missionar- 
ies of Mary, some of whom had come 
from Chicago and San Francisco, and 
other religious. In addition, Sister 
Marlene’s parents took part. 


VESTMENTS FOR the priests and 
the appointments for the altar were 
African and Melanesian, representing 
Sister Marlene’s missionary activity. 

“Go out to the whole world: proclaim 
the Good News to all creation.” These 


words convey the spirit of the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary and 
Sister Marlene. The constitution of the 


order, which was founded in 1877, 


states: 


“God’s call, the free gift of His love, 
invites us to follow Christ, to let 
ourselves be seized by Him .and 
rooted in His mystery. We respond by 
our gift of self in a form of Franciscan 


religious life that frees us forGod and - 
_ for others.” : 


GUIDED BY THEIR foundress, 
Helen de Chappotin, known as Mother 
Mary of the Passion, the order has 
stressed the global vision which was 
her goal. She urged her Sisters to be 
mission-oriented without limits and to 


be ready for whatever service was - 


asked of them. 


The Sisters now serve on. all 
continents and in 63 different 
countries. Their apostolates encom- 
pass health care, education, 
community development, child care, 
and ministries to minority groups. 


Sister Marlene spent her early life in 
San Diego. She was graduated from 
San Diego State University, where she 
was president of the college YM- 


“YWCA. She received her medical 


degree from Howard. University 
Medical School. She later attended 
the University of London’s School of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. 


SHE WAS A missionary in Ghana for 


- EMOTIONAL MOMENT — Sister Marlene Long joins her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. DelMar Long, during the reception which followed her final 
profession as a Franciscan Missionary of Mary. 


. three years. She was assigned to an 


area where she was the only doctor for 
more than 75,000 people. 


Her most recent assignment took | 


her to Papua, New Guinea, where she 
worked in the bush. “Most of the 
people in the world live in rural, rather 
than urban, areas,” she observed. “It 
is here that the need for medical help 
is the greatest.” 

In such regions, with the high infant 
mortality, Sister Marlene’s training in 
obstetrics and gynecology was 
especially valuable. 

WHEN SHE ARRIVED in: Papua, 
Sister Marlene found that she had 


‘more administrative duties than in 


Ghana. Her community setting was 
such that she worked closely with 
governmental as well as religious 


oor he, 


FAV. F.9 0.9009 .80.% 29 005 


7-09-9200. 9=09:0-00.9- 00.9.8 Paraneoreneraerancoranverencecans 


‘groups. In this pluralistic setting, her 


work brought her into constant 
contact with people representing a 
variety of religious, cultural, and 
linguistic backgrounds. 


She served as district medical 
officer in the Sepik Province. Her work 
included administration of a hospital. 
Her work also took her on many trips 


into remote bush regions where there 


are no roads. 
SISTER MARLENE believes strongly : 


in the need for a Christian witnessina 


situation where many people live at 
pre-industrial levels and have little 
previous contact with Christianity. 


Before being given another 
assignment, Sister Marlene is 
spending a furlough in San Diego with 
her family. 
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Donation: Adults $3.00, Children under 12, $1.75 | 
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4 a Into Thy hands, O Lord. .ce commend the spirits of ae 
a these beloved ones who are gone before us into the fae 
: , gt realm of Thy eternal happiness and peace. — Amen. ae 
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i ac ARESTO, Anthony. Husband of Catherine Aresto; BS 
\ A, p 4 | brother of Tina Panzetta. Funeral Mass: Sept. 22, St. he 
hie ry le Didacus Church. auf 
ent ate Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel as 
3% ‘ site BASTIAN, Raphael B. Husband of Thelma Bastian; es 
4 apes ia a father of Rita McCarter; two sisters and two brothers; eight a 
i SISTER MARLENE AIDS GHANA NEEDY—Sister Marlene Long makes a ee ee Sept... HobsFamiy By 
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y ¥ j : oe and Mrs. Vincent J. Bozzo; brother of Veronica Souza, PS k 
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- : reat-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: Sept. 25, St. Agnes ae 
| : Euclid and Churchward Aves. : % great gr : 
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* an VIego pas HARRIGAN, Matthew P. Husband of Mary Eileen a 
* * .: Harrigan; father of Mary Beth Bangert, Susan H. Flodin, ate 
- S * $8 and James L. Harrigan; nine grandchildren. Funeral Mass: 5 
, z ; ca * Pe Sept. 23, Blessed Sacrament Church. Ded 
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ig Saturday and Sunday : be HOFFMAN, Mary Louise. Wife of William E. Hoffman, hf 
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ie + $8 Irene E. Androes, and Dorothy M. Smith; aunt of Shirley a 
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